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A Message from our President: 
 
Dear Friends, 
                                                                                                                                                                   
One of the privileges of being president of this organization is to have the opportunity to participate 
in the program all over again. What a Retreat!  
  
Judy Siracusa ’95 Judy Siracusa ’95 Judy Siracusa ’95 Judy Siracusa ’95 was awesome as always when she got into character for the DISC profile.  
Debbie White ’95 Debbie White ’95 Debbie White ’95 Debbie White ’95 and    Pat Pat Pat Pat Siracusa ‘97 Siracusa ‘97 Siracusa ‘97 Siracusa ‘97 did a fantastic job with coordinating the facility 
and making sure that we stayed on schedule.  What a team!!! 
 

 

 
 

Odalys 
Lara ‘94 
President This year’s class reporter and photographer Cyndee Haydon ’08Cyndee Haydon ’08Cyndee Haydon ’08Cyndee Haydon ’08 got started early taking pictures. Make sure       

and read her interpretation of the new alphabet and the pictures she captured on page 6. 
 

I was energized and proud of the Leadership Class of 2008 and our involvement as alumni in passing on our legacy.  
  

I also enjoyed talking to all of the alumni as they were getting ready for their Skits at the Retreat and getting into 
character, both mentally and with some really creative costumes.  It was incredibly fun to watch all the Skits for the 
Program Days and the amazing imagination of our alumni.  

  
To all of you who have again submitted your annual dues for this coming year let me just say, you have illustrated to 
yourself and the community, your commitment goes beyond words and resides in actions. It is a testament to all of our 
beliefs, that this program is worthwhile and provides education and meaning for all of those who follow in our footsteps 
and wish to give back more than they take for this community, (our home).  

  
Next a few reminders, the first golf tournament is in the works and a lot of time and effort is being expended by our 
alumni, JT Thatch ‘JT Thatch ‘JT Thatch ‘JT Thatch ‘04040404, Margaret Martin , Margaret Martin , Margaret Martin , Margaret Martin ‘04‘04‘04‘04, , , , and many others to make this a successful event.  Read all 
about it on Pages 2 & 3.  If you are a golfer or just want to volunteer and enjoy the beautiful weather in October, let 
them know.  A great time will be had by all!!!!!!!!!!  

  
Don’t forget to come and party with this year’s class and our alumni on September 12th at the Threshers Happy Hour  
see page 4. 

  
 And last but certainly not least “YOUTH LEADERSHIP ANYONE!”YOUTH LEADERSHIP ANYONE!”YOUTH LEADERSHIP ANYONE!”YOUTH LEADERSHIP ANYONE!”, our alumni Kim Briggs ‘Kim Briggs ‘Kim Briggs ‘Kim Briggs ‘00000000, and 
Stephanie ZaragozaStephanie ZaragozaStephanie ZaragozaStephanie Zaragoza ‘00000000    are once again looking for your involvement in interviewing and interacting with the 
youth of today, the leaders of tomorrow.   Read all about it on page 9. 

  
Jazzed about a fantastic leadership year!!!!!!!!!Jazzed about a fantastic leadership year!!!!!!!!!Jazzed about a fantastic leadership year!!!!!!!!!Jazzed about a fantastic leadership year!!!!!!!!!    

                                                                                                                                                                

Odalys Lara 
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Join fellow alumni, bring a guest and meet members of the 2008 class for a fun day of Golf. 
 

Sign up as a foursome or as an individual and we’ll match you up with a great group.  
 

8:30am shotgun start with lunch served immediately afterwards 
 

$125 per player for 18holes holes of golf at a private golf course, practice range balls, breakfast  
and lunch and a nice tee gift for playing and supporting Leadership Pinellas 

 
Sponsorships are also available for this event. Please contact  

 
JT Thatch at 727-424-3377 or nhojt@aol.com  

 
More information to follow in the coming weeks 

 
We need volunteers for the day of the event as well as someone to chair the gifts/prizes  
position on the LP Golf Event Committee, please contact  
Margaret Martin – margaretmartin@tampabay.rr.com or 727-725-3370.   

 
We are now reserving slots, complete this form now and mail to reserve yours today…. 

 
Name 
Address 
Telephone 

 
Mail to:   
Margaret Martin, Leadership Pinellas 

 PO Box 14603  
 Clearwater, FL 33766 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LEADERSHIP PINELLAS 

1ST ANNUAL GOLF EVENT 
 

SAVE THE DATE AND REGISTER 
NOW !!!! 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2007 
COUNTRYSIDE COUNTRY CLUB 
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The Inaugural Leadership Pinellas Golf Tournament 
Monday, October 29, 2007 
8:30 am Shotgun Scramble 
Countryside Country Club 

3001 Countryside Blvd, Clearwater, FL 33761 
Register your foursome today and play at the exclusive Countryside Country Club. 
Every golfer will receive a special gift and goody bag and lunch will be served immediately 
following the event. 
 
___ Foursome & Hole Sponsor: $600    ___ Foursome: $500 
 
___ Individual Golfer: $125      ___ Hole Sponsor: $150 

Sponsorship Levels 
___ Event Sponsor: $5,000 (on-site promotional activities, 8 golfers, hole sponsorship, inclusion in Leadership 

Pinellas annual sponsor program.) 

___ Corporate Sponsor: $1,250 (4 golfers, hole sponsorship, signage and inclusion in Leadership Pinellas 

Newsletter. 

___ Par 3 hole-in-one sponsor: $500 
 
*proceeds to benefit the activities of Leadership Pinellas 
 

Registration Form 
Company Name: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact: ________________________________E-mail: _________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
City:__________________________ Zip: _____________________________________ 
 
Phone: ________________________Fax: _____________________________________ 
 
Golfer 1 Name: ______________________Golfer 2 Name:  _______________________ 
 
Golfer 3 Name: ______________________Golfer 4 Name: _______________________ 
 
Credit Card #:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Name on Card:  __________________________________________________________ 
 
Expiration Date: ___________3-digit Code: ______Billing Address Zip code:_________ 

Please make checks payable to: Leadership Pinellas Golf Tournament 

Mail to: Margaret Martin, PO Box 14603, Clearwater, FL 33766 
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Leadership Pinellas Happy Hour 
DON’T FORGET HAPPY HOUR 
Wednesday, September 12, 2007 

See you at the ballpark! 

 

 
 

Get together with some of your old friends from Leadership – 
 

And make new ones! 
 

Join us at the “Almost World Famous” Frenchy’s Tiki Pavilion at beautiful 
 

Bright House Networks Field 
 

on the second Wednesday of the month through November 14 for one of the largest networking 
 

Happy Hour’s in the Bay area!  Ladies drink free from 5-6 p.m. while you enjoy live 
 

entertainment and free food from Dogwater Restaurant.  This is the Happy Hour you don’t 
 

want to miss!  Sponsored and hosted by the Clearwater Threshers.  Bright House Networks 
 

Field is located off of US 19 and Drew Street in Clearwater. 
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PLATINUM SPONSOR

 
   
 
 
 
                            

   
  

         
 
            
      

P
We are not your Typical CPA’s!

                                                                 

          

                             
       

 
Stathopoulos Law Group, PA

       

    
      

      

                                                                                               

   

Bruce Livingston Sally Lindberg & Associates

      

      

Jean R. Shapiro  Jonathan Wade  
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PLATINUM SPONSOR 

                                             
 

 
GOLD SPONSOR 

       

 

           

       
      

Perzel and Lara Forensic, CPA’s 

We are not your Typical CPA’s! 

                                                                     
SILVER SPONSOR 

     Chris & Christine Ruppel  

       
       

Stathopoulos Law Group, PA 

ALUMNI BOOSTER 
      . 

      

      

                                                                                                    

Sally Lindberg & Associates Lauralee G. Westline The Briggs Financial Planning Group

    Of Raymond James

     

Scott & Marcy Daniels   A Spiritual Change, Inc.

Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

September  2007 

 

 

  

 

 
Clearwater Gas 

   

 

Linda S. Williams  

State Farm Ins. Agency 

The Briggs Financial Planning Group   

Of Raymond James & Associates, Inc.    

A Spiritual Change, Inc. 
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2008 Class Retreat – August 24 and 25, 2007 
At the Radisson 

Cyndee Haydon, Class Reporter 
 
 

You could feel the anticipation and excitement as we arrived and were greeted by Judy Mullican [Executive 
Director]. It wasn’t long before Judy Siracusa ’93 [Retreat Administrator] announced we’d start with a 
Class   B-I-N-G-O Scavenger Hunt. It got exciting when no one could finish because one square was still 
blank. It turned out one of our classmates (from the FBI) claimed the wrong square but then “reappeared 
from behind the curtain” solving the mystery for us.     
 
Class Introductions were next and we learned we have a very diverse and interesting Class. Surprisingly, we 
found that ¼ of the class had skydived in the past and most of those in our class chose a family member as 
their hero.     
 
Next Judy Siracusa ’93 introduced us to four of her friends, Dora the Dominate, Irene the Influences, 
Supportive Sarah and Conscientious Cornelia. We also learned that we can be better leaders using a human 
alphabet that has only 4 letters: D, I, S and C.  As we learned more about each other we found our own class 
had 13 -“D”s, 12 – “I”s, 6 – “S”s and 9 – “C”s.  We enjoyed several exercises that reinforced how to better 
relate and understand behavior styles to be more effective leaders. 
 
Pat Perzel-Geller ’93 [Program Planning Chair] kicked off our Introduction to Program Days and each 
Day’s Alumni organizers entertained us with their skits. We experienced the impact of Health and Human 
services through the words of an inspiring 12 year old and we were entertained with skits which included 
Artistic Mimes, Mobsters,” but that’s not important”, The Press Conference, EMS to the Rescue, The Man 
Cave, Trash Clean Up for a Better Pinellas, Education and the SWAT Team that scared us all straight. 
 
At the Leadership Pinellas Alumni Reception we met members old and new. Pat Siracusa ’95 [Retreat Co-
Administrator] announced that in a close race, The SWAT skit, won the straw poll for Best Skit. Odalys 
Lara ’94 [President] introduced us all to this year’s Leadership Pinellas Board and gave us an update on 
Leadership Pinellas events. The reception ended with Jack Geller ‘05 being covered in “dots” and feeling 
the Class of 2008’s love. The Class had dinner with the Board members and then we ended the “official 
agenda” for the day, however, Class members continued to mingle, some even until the wee hours at the 
Waffle House.  
 
The next morning we found that our Class had all gotten pretty comfortable and we could now even work 
well together blindfolded, however, our humming skills left something to be desired. As we prepared to leave 
with our new found “behavioral styles” wisdom and our new friends we anxiously await getting back 
together on September 12th for our first Program Day to learn more about Human Services.    
 
The weekend was something we’ll always remember. Thank you to Judy and Pat Siracusa ’95 and Debbie 
White ‘95 [Retreat Co-Administrator] for leading this Opening Retreat and to all the other Alumni that 
helped make it a great experience for us. (Click for Retreat Highlights)    
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YMCA of the Suncoast             NEWS 

          

CONTACT: Mandy M. Griffith 
         Communications Director 
         (727) 467-9622 (office) 
         (727) 385-5661 (cell) 
 

Applications now being accepted for Youth Leadership Pinellas 
 

The Youth Leadership Pinellas program, sponsored by Leadership Pinellas and the YMCA of the Suncoast, is 
accepting applications for the Class of 2007-2008 through October 5, 2007. 
 Similar to Leadership Pinellas, the program seeks to provide information on community resources and issues, 
develop an excellence in leadership, build teamwork skills and foster involvement in community services for a diverse 
group of 10th and 11th grade high school students. 
 Youth Leadership Pinellas is a seven-month program, operating from November through May.  Participants meet 
for five full-day sessions, plus an orientation retreat and graduation event.   

Dialogue is created between established and potential leaders of diverse backgrounds, including business and 
professional individuals, plus leaders of government, education and other fields.  A wide range of topics exposes the 
youths to the decisions facing their community today.  Emphasis is on active, hands-on experience that makes the learning 
meaningful and interesting. 

To be eligible for the program, students must attend an accredited high school in the Tampa Bay area, 
demonstrate leadership or be emerging leaders in school or community activities, have an interest in addressing issues in 
their community, be academically sound (a B average or better is recommended), be eager to learn and have strong team 
spirit and be willing to follow the School Code of Conduct and policy set forth by Youth Leadership Pinellas. 

For more information about Youth Leadership Pinellas, or to request a program brochure and application, contact 
Stephanie Zaragoza at the YMCA of the Suncoast, (727) 467-9622, or Leadership Pinellas, (727) 585-8889.   

The YMCA of the Suncoast, a charitable, non-profit organization, serves more than 91,000 members and program 
participants through its nine branches located in Pinellas, Pasco and Hernando counties. 

• Below is a tentative schedule (may be changed slightly according to school issues) 
o Applications to school guidance counselors - week of 9/10. 
o Application deadline - 10/5 
o Interviews - 10/15 through 10/26 (exact days and times dependent on number of applications received) 
o Opening retreat - 11/11 

• Program days 
o To begin in December 
o Tentatively held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month through April 

• Lunch sponsors 
o One of the largest expenses of the program day is the lunch, and we are looking for sponsors.  Anyone 

interested should contact Kimberly Briggs directly  Kimberly.Briggs@RaymondJames.com . 

 
 

# # # 
 

YMCA of the Suncoast • Association Offices 
2469 Enterprise Road • Clearwater, Florida 33763 • (727) 467-9622 

www.ymcasuncoast.org 
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Volunteer Organization Spotlight of the Month  

 

THE PINELLAS WOMEN’S  PHILANTHROPIC CIRCLE 

 

Though the classic Dr. Suess book entitled, “Oh, the Places You’ll Go!”   is a popular gift for students graduating from 

high school and college, it is also a  very real metaphor for many graduates of the Leadership Pinellas Program.  Like  

other alumni of this wonderful organization, JoAnn Rooney and I were amazed at the  community programs we were 

exposed to during the 2006-2007 Leadership year  -  so many great causes being contributed to by so many dedicated and 

supportive individuals.  

 

“Where do we fit in,” we wondered?   That question was answered for us during a Clearwater Chamber sponsored 

Legislative Breakfast this Spring.  Five of the seven women randomly seated at our table that morning evolved into a 

steering committee which eventually became part of the inaugural and advisory Board of Directors of Pinellas Women’s 

Philanthropic Circle.   Our slogan, “Giving Today, Changing  Tomorrow” is the true heart of the group which exists to 

help address the needs of the people of Pinellas county through the support of established programs as well as individuals 

on a case by case basis. More importantly, we desire to form a community of women philanthropists who will create a 

permanent legacy of giving to improve the quality of life of our beneficiaries.  The wonderful support and guidance we 

received through our personal Leadership year as well as the continued support and encouragement we receive through 

Leadership alumni today gave us the courage to say,  “Let’s try.” 

 

If you are interested in learning more about the organization or joining the circle which we believe will be 200 women 

strong by our initial sign-up gathering in late October or early November, please contact us with your mailing address,  

telephone number, and/or e-mail address. Initial dues are $500.00 annually. We will  be hosting six gatherings a year to 

include four “Meet and Connect” events for members only, a Spring Wine and hors d’oeuvres garden party for members 

and guests, and an annual ”Dinner and Speaker” event also for members and guests. And oh, the  places we’ll go.  We 

hope you’ll come with us! 

 

 

                                                                                           Kay Newsom  and  JoAnn Rooney 
                                                                                       Class of 2006 
                                                                               P.O. Box 14158 
                                                                                       Clearwater, FL  33766 
                                                                                                  (727)669-3897                                                                  
 
 

 

Someone Is Waiting Just For You 
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From the Desk of:    Judy Mullican, Executive Director 

 
The Class of 2008 Retreat is now behind us and everyone is looking forward to a great year!!  I believe 

we had a first.  There was no need to vote on a class reporter or photographer.  Cyndee Haydon ‘08 was seen 
with her trusty camera in hand throughout the entire Retreat.  It seemed only natural that she be named to both 
positions since she also does a “blog”.  She readily accepted the challenge and is doing a great job.   

 
The website is almost up and running.  Once completed, you will find the directory online and you will 

be receiving information on how to log on and make your own corrections to your personal information.  You 
will also be able to RSVP to events and make necessary payments if you wish.  Chris Ruppel ’03 has done a 
great job.  Watch for more to come on this.    

 
Youth Leadership Pinellas is about to kick off their year and Kimberly Briggs ’00 is seeking volunteers 

and sponsors.  See the article in this issue of the LR.   Our first annual golf event is scheduled for Monday, 
October 29th.    A sign-up sheet and information can be found in this issue.   

 

  Judy 
 
************************************************************************************************************************* 
 
 
 

              Program Day Schedule 
 
August 24-25, 2007……………...Opening Retreat 
September 12, 2007………….…..Human Services 
October 10, 2007…………………...Arts / Culture 
November 14, 2007…..……Business /Technology 
December 12, 2007………..…Government /Media 
January 9, 2008……………………..…..Education 
February 13, 2008…………………………..Health 
March 16-18, 2008………….……Tallahassee Trip 
April 9, 2008 …………………….Criminal Justice 
May 14, 2008……….Environment / Infrastructure 
May 17, 2008………………………….Graduation 
 
 

A Special Thank You 
 
A huge thank you goes out to Judy 
Siracusa ’95, Pat Siracusa ’97 and 
Debbie White ’95 for their hard work 
and efforts in making this year’s Retreat 
a success! 
 
************************************** 

Please keep checking the events on our 
Website:  www.leadershippinellas.com 

For any updated info on our planned events. 
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•  

P. O. Box 5986 

Clearwater, FL 33758-5986 
(727) 585-8889 

 Board of Board of Board of Board of Directors 2007Directors 2007Directors 2007Directors 2007----2008200820082008    
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PREPARING LEADERS FOR TOMORROW 

 

Board of Directors 2007Board of Directors 2007Board of Directors 2007Board of Directors 2007----2008200820082008    

President: Odalys Lara ‘94 

President-Elect: Christian “Chris” Ruppel ‘03 

Past President: Chester “Bud” Elias ‘01 

Treasurer: Suzanne Patrick ‘04 

Secretary: Cyndie Goudeau ‘96  

Board Member (2 yr.): MelissaAllen‘01  

Board Member (2 yr.): Ed Halleran ‘03  

Board Member (2 yr.): Karen Seel ‘91  

Board Member: (1 yr.): Amy Hudock ‘02  

Board Member (1 yr.): Jeff Joyner ‘05 

Board Member (1 yr.): Judge Jack St. Arnold ‘91 

Alumni Development Chair: Melissa Allen ‘01 

Planning Chair: Patricia “Pat” Perzel-Geller ‘93     

PR/Marketing/FundRaising Chair: Matt Novak ‘06 

Youth Leadership Chair: Kim Briggs ‘00 
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Bruce Cotton ‘05, has announced his run for the Florida House of Representatives, 
District 51.  Bruce will be on the ballot for the ’08 election Cycle. 
 

Allison Carmen ’04 and her husband John, Welcomes a new addition to their family, 
Katherine “Kate” Maye Carmen on June 13, 2007.  Congratulations!!  
 
Joan M. Vecchioli ’93, has been elected President of the Clearwater Bar 
Foundation, the charitable arm of the Clearwater Bar Association. 
 
Martha Lenderman ’91, was appointed by Gov. Charlie Christ to serve as a member 
of the Juvenile Welfare Board of Pinellas County. 
 
Kathy Short Rabon ’90, has been re-elected to the Board of Directors of The 
Association of Junior Leagues International Inc. (AJLI), a 106-year-old women’s 
community leadership organization. 
 
Cynthia I. Rice, ’89, has settled into her new offices at 1744 N Belcher Rd, Suite 
150, Clearwater, FL 33765 with a new email address of crice@cricelaw.com  


