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Dear Friends, 
 
There is a country song called “Don’t Blink” by Kenney Chesney, that is about how quickly 
 life passes by. It is amazing how rapidly this year has gone.  My mom always said time 
 flew as you got older.  I now believe her. 

I would l ike to suggest for your consideration during this holiday season and more importantly 
throughout the year: Tell those you love that you love them, hug them when you see them and cherish 
your time with them. Life is short, it is one thing to give a material gift to someone this holiday season, it 
is another thing altogether to give of yourself to those you care about and to those you might not even know. 
Volunteer if you can and love all you can. 

 
 

This past month has been one of the best LP months I can remember. To start with, Business and Technology 
Day was an incredible success. The Day coordinators, ������������	
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�� ��� raised the bar for LP again. Not only did they 
promise the class a good time when they made their presentation at the Retreat with beer in their hands 
but delivered when they stopped at Pepin Distributors in Tampa. Seriously, I know the class really enjoyed 
the day and learned a tremendous amount about the businesses in our community. Read all about it on 
page 4.. This class is getting the best from our alumni planners and I could not be more impressed with the 
work they are doing!  

A record number of you attended the LP Pre-Holiday Happening Party this 
Saturday at  ���� ���� ���� ����������	!� �����	!������	!������	!�"

 "

"

"

  beautiful home on the Intercoastal in Ozona. 
Her hospitality was just as welcoming as her home. The tours provided by her 
children ages 5 and 8 were absolutely terrific. This event was nothing short of 
pure magic! Our Alumni Planning Chair #���!!�� ����#���!!�� ����#���!!�� ����#���!!�� ������ ������ "
$"
$"
$"
$� ��� put together an 
event which was well planned and executed.  

Wishing you the best this holiday season from my family to yours, live life to the 

fullest and enjoy every minute. 
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Perzel and Lara Forensic, CPA’s 
We are not your Typical CPA’s! 

                                                                     
SILVER SPONSOR 

     Chris & Christine Ruppel     
      
Stathopoulos Law Group, PA 

ALUMNI BOOSTER 
       
Cobblestone Court, Inc.     

Melissa Allen      

                                                                                                    

Sally Lindberg & Associates Lauralee G. Westline The Briggs Financial Planning Group

    Of Raymond James

Scott & Marcy Daniels    

                                                                              Coldwell Banker Real Estate       A Spiritual Change, Inc.
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Linda S. Williams  

State Farm Ins. Agency 

The Briggs Financial Planning Group   

Of Raymond James & Associates, Inc.    

A Spiritual Change, Inc. 
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        Annual Sponsorship   
                           Where we prepare leaders for tomorrow 
                                               Our continued success depends upon you! 

Please consider supporting Leadership Pinellas   
Educational Events! 

Company Name: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Name:_____________________________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip:______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:____________________________________________________________ 
 
Fax:______________________________________________________________ 
 
YES! I would like to be a sponsor: 
 
_________Platinum $1,000 *  Recognition by the moderator at each event   

*   Sign at the Leadership Library with company logo for this year                                             
*   Listing at the top of all sponsorship signs acknowledging your sponsorship                                                                       

                                 
 _________Gold       $750   *  All Silver benefits plus:  All listings will be acknowledged as Gold                                  

        sponsors and listed above Silver sponsors on signage, website and   
        the Leader Reader 

    *   An active website link to your website from the Leadership Pinellas     
        Website 

 
_________Silver  $500   *   Sign at all events listing your sponsorship 
      *    Listing in the Leader Reader ALL year 
      *    Website acknowledgement of our sponsorship 

 
________ Alumni Booster $100  *   Acknowledgement of your sponsorship in the Leader Reader 
 

________ Other 
Please include your business card, completed  Or pay by Credit Card: 
form, logo in .eps (300 dpi at least) if you want   Name of Cardholder:________________ 
your logo added to our sign and a check for your  Card Number ______________________ 
sponsorship and send to:     Expiration Date: ____________________ 
Leadership Pinellas      Type: AMEX__________ VISA ________ 
P.O. Box 5986      MASTERCARD _______ 
Clearwater, FL 33758-5986              OTHER __________  
(727) 585-8889          
www.leadershippinellas.com    Signature:__________________________ 
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Business & Technology Day – November 14, 2007 

By Cyndee Haydon, Class Reporter 

�
 
 The Business and Technology Day team grabbed our attention with their skit at our retreat and backed it up 
with an exciting and informative day. We began at The Nielsen Company, in their state-of-the-art facility in 
Oldsmar. Amy Rettig gave us quite an insight into the company and what goes in to tracking and measuring 
their selected television audiences for their clients. It was interesting to learn what actually goes in to being a 
Nielsen Family. They even track children at college and babies in the household.  Their computer “hub” was 
extremely impressive and built with hurricane mitigation in mind. They are actually a backup emergency 
management location for the City of Oldsmar.  Nielsen, not surprisingly, is a company that had paid great 
attention to form and function both inside and out. Interestingly enough the architect that designed this building 
designed it after a computer punch card (Boy that took some of us way back!). 
 
Next we were off to Tampa to learn more about the Tampa Sports Authority from Barbara Casey. It was 
interesting to learn that the Tampa Sports Authority manages more than just the Raymond James Stadium. 
Everyone enjoyed our “behind the scenes” tour of the Raymond James Stadium and found it amazing the 
amount of money that the stadium and its events generate through various events towards the Tampa Bay 
economy. The Class of ’08 really enjoyed checking out the BUC’s Pirate Ship and even managed to pose for a 
group photo there. Next it was down to the field where several members entertained their football fantasies. We 
learned about what it takes to run events of this magnitude and Barbara explained what their schedules are like 
on game day. It’s easy to see why we’re the Raymond James Stadium and their operations are recognized 
leaders in the sports world.    
 
 We arrived at the TPepin Hospitality Centre where Tom Pepin provided lunch and an experience that few of us 
will ever forget. He graciously opened up his whole business (Pepin Distributing owns 70% of the beer market 
share in Tampa) to us and shared how they have moved from a being a delivery/service organization to a 
sales/marketing and information-based service company leading the way and helping their retailers manage 
their whole inventory. We got a real sense of how he and his team are using their core business to improve the 
community through education, awareness and philanthropy which has been enhance through the TPepin 
Hospitality Centre. The tour ended with Tom providing us with the “full” Hospitality Center experience – down 
to the nice glassware!   
 
We ended our day at Tampa International Airport and toured the facility thanks to Maria Cook. She shared 
with us TIA’s history as well as some of the new developments coming including handling more overseas 
flights. We were privy to see behind the scenes of Airport Security and the technology and surveillance always 
operating there. In addition as part of our tour we visited the on-site Fire Department and learned about what it 
takes to be emergency ready at the sound of an alarm and then to be able to arrive at any location at the TIA 
grounds in under 3 minutes – it was quite impressive.     
 
Thank you to the members of the Business and Technology Day team. You put together quite a memorable day 
for us. We’re all looking forward to Government and Media Day on December 12th.       
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Community Pride Child Care 

 

Community Pride Child Care has been serving Clearwater families for over 45 years.  
This grass roots organization provides avoidable quality child care to children exposed to 
poverty, prejudice, homelessness or violence.  The high cost of child care is subsidized 
on a sliding fee scale.  The difference is made up through government/private grants, 
government funding including Coordinated Child Care, United Way donations and 
private donations. 

 
The two centers are located in Clearwater.  They are: 
 
1.   The Gateway Children’s Shelter at 211 S. Missouri  

(a joint project with the Jr. League of Clearwater-Dunedin)  
2.   The Frances Breeden Center at 1235 Holt Ave  

 
By helping families with their Child Care needs, the parents are able to work to provide for 
their family’s needs.  In turn the children are cared for in a nurturing environment.  The 
curriculum prepares them for success when they begin their formal school years.  It 
promotes self-esteem, independence and a desire for learning. 

 
Community Pride serves approximately 185 children at a time from 2 months to 6 years of 
age.  Volunteers are needed to serve on the board, to “Rock Babies” and read to/play with 
older children. 

 
Donations of everything you can imagine a day care center might need are always 
welcome.  Money donations help to subsidize our programs and help in these days of cuts 
in United Way and Government Funding.  For information or to determine how YOU can 
make a difference, please contact Martha Skelton, Executive Director at 443-2218.  If you 
have any questions, about what to donate at the Leadership Pinellas event, please contact 
Jan Tracy ’96 at cell 432-7686. 
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��� From the Desk of:    Judy Mullican, Executive Director 
 

 
Seasons Greetings, Happy Hanukkah and Merry Christmas everyone!!  The Holidays are on the horizon and I 
hope everyone is ready.  Business and Technology Day was a great success thanks to the hard work of the 
committee members.  The Pre-Holiday Happening at Vonda White’s ’00 lovely home was a great success.  
Lots of toys and donations were collected to benefit Community Pride Child Care.  Everyone enjoyed catching 
up with the membership that attended.  Vonda was a perfect hostess and her 3 adorable children entertained the 
group by offering their services as “tour guides”.  �  
 
Kimberly Briggs reports that Youth Leadership is off and running and she has 9 highly motivated and energetic 
young people signed on.  There were 4 males and 5 females; 1 - 10th grader, 6 - 11th graders, 2 – 12th graders.  
They are:  Christy Brandon – Calvary Christian, Carla Etheridge – Palm Harbor, Aisha Henry – Palm 
Harbor, Taylor Hudock – Dunedin, Andrew Khan – East Lake, Morgan Liston – Palm Harbor, Aaron May 
– Clearwater, Sally Roesch – Calvary Christian, Neal Singh – Palm Harbor. 
As always, I am accepting any member news you might want to have included in the Leader Reader for our 
next issue.  So, please email me anything news you have.   
 

 
Leadership Alumni, Sponsorship Opportunities! 

 
Leadership Pinellas needs your help. Instead of seeking sponsorships for each individual program day, we are seeking 
sponsorships of the entire Leadership Pinellas program year. In changing the format, we are hoping to reduce the number 
of times that sponsors are asked for contributions per year.  Sponsors will receive recognition at EVERY Leadership 
Pinellas event.   If you are interested in an annual personal or business sponsorship, please contact me  at 727-585-8889 or 
judy@leadershippinellas.com  or Matt Novak at Matt.Novak@baycare.org .  Sponsorship Levels:  Platinum:  $1,000+;   
Gold:   $750;  Silver:  $500;   Alumni Booster:   $100 
Also, if you wish to have your logo included, please email me your logo in .eps or at least 300 dpi format so that 
they will come out clear when reproduced. 
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              Program Day Schedule 
 
August 24-25, 2007……………...Opening Retreat 
September 12, 2007………….…..Human Services 
October 10, 2007…………………...Arts / Culture 
November 14, 2007…..……Business /Technology 
December 12, 2007………..…Government /Media 
January 9, 2008……………………..…..Education 
February 13, 2008…………………………..Health 
March 16-18, 2008………….……Tallahassee Trip 
April 9, 2008 …………………….Criminal Justice 
May 14, 2008……….Environment / Infrastructure 
May 17, 2008………………………….Graduation 
 

A Special Thank You 
 
A huge thank you  goes out  to Jeff Joyner ’05, 
Tracey Birch ’07, Brian St. Arnold ’05, Rich 
Walling ’07 and Fred Zinober ’07   for all their 
hard work and efforts in  making Business & 
Technology Day run smoothly and successfully 
and  also to Nielsen Media for providing 
breakfast and to Wachovia Wealth Management 
for providing in part lunch for Business & 
Technology Day!! 
A very special thank you goes to Vonda White  
‘00 for hosting the Pre-Holiday Happening. 
 
 ************************************** 

Please keep checking the events on our 
Website:  www.leadershippinellas.com 

For any updated info on our planned events. 
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P. O. Box 5986 
Clearwater, FL 33758-5986 
(727) 585-8889 
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PREPARING LEADERS FOR TOMORROW 
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Terry Teunis, Class of 2008, who is with the Clearwater Police Department, has 
been promoted to Lieutenant.   
 
   ************************************************ *************************** 
 
Our thoughts and prayers go out to Odalys Lara ’94 as her mother recuperates 
from a recent hospital stay. 


