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Dear Friends/Fellow Alumni AND NEW 2008-2009 CLASS MEMBERS!�
 �������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 

Chris Ruppel ‘03 
              President 
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 THE NEW LEADERSHIP YEAR HAS STARTED! The retreat was a fantastic 
 success! Special thanks go out to �������������	
���
�������������	
��������
����������	
�����������������������������	����
���� ��������  our Executive Director and  
 the numerous volunteers who all work so hard to welcome the new class, start the program and to 
 make this year’s retreat one of the best! 
 
 JUST COMPLETED WAS OUR FIRST PROGRAM DAY. We started this year with Human Services 
 Day on Wednesday, September 10, 2008. The day coordinators for this day are  ������!�����
�"�#����������$$����"����%����&��'�"�(������������% ��)����*��"�+,   They collectively 
 assembled a very meaningful and productive program day that was outstanding!  Look for the class 
 reporters feed back in next month’s LP news letter.  Speaking of class reporters, this year’s class 
 reporter is Gregory Wright.   Gregory, great report on the retreat! 
 
 MARK YOUR CALENDARS! We have an OUTSTANDING Legislative Reception  scheduled for  
 October 15, 5:30 to 7:30  that will be held at Ruth Eckerd Hall.  Don’t miss the opportunity to hear 
 candidates running for elected office speak and have the opportunity to address the issues important 
 to your community!  
 
 Next, it’s our Holiday Party ! In this Leader Reader you will find that Judy has provided a date of 
 November 15th  for our annual winter celebration. I extend very special thanks to our Alumni Chair,  
 Ed Halleren ‘03 , who is planning this fantastic celebration! We are all very anxious to share the  
 details of this Holiday celebration. Be on the lookout as the October LP Leader Reader will give final 
 details!  
 
 Our year is off to a fantastic start!  I look forward to seeing all of you at our upcoming events.�������������������������������������������������������������

 
 
Yours in service, 
������&�--���	�#�
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PLATINUM SPONSOR 

                              
 

 
   

        WINNING WAYS of Tampa Bay, Inc. 
                                                                                                                                                       Judy Siracusa 
 
                            

 
GOLD SPONSOR 

           
  

 
                 
 
                  
           

Perzel and Lara Forensic, CPA’s 
We are not your Typical CPA’s! 

                                                                     
SILVER SPONSOR 

          Chris & Christine Ruppel      

                               
      Stathopoulos Law Group, PA 

       
ALUMNI BOOSTER 

          .            

     Cobblestone Court, Inc.        

                           Melissa Allen                  Pat Marzulli, CCIM, SIOR  

  

Bruce Livingston Sally Lindberg & Associates Lauralee G. Westline The Briggs Financial Planning Group   

          Of Raymond James & Associates, Inc.    
Jean R. Shapiro  Jonathan Wade  Scott & Marcy Daniels                                                                                                                             

      Coldwell Banker Real Estate   Linda S. Williams 

A Spiritual Change, Inc.                                                                                    State Farm Ins Agency 
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ALUMNI GOLD BOOSTERS 
 

Bollenback & Forret, P.A., Michael Bollenback 
 

Belloise Realty - Cyndee Haydon                       
 

D-Mar General Contracting & Development, Andrew Caudell & Doreen DiPolito 
 

Homeworks Inspection Services Corporation - Georgetta Doyle 
 

Hill, Ward & Henderson, PA - Mark Wall 
 

The Nielsen Company - Karen Blackburn        
 

Roger Johnson 
 

Mark Roman Law Group - Carol-Lynn Roman  
 

Perzel-Lara  
Perzel and Lara Forensic, CPA’s 
We are not your Typical CPA’s! 

 
Karen Skiratko 

 

Stephen Slaughter 

             
ALUMNI BOOSTERS 

 

Dr. David Becker    
Tracey Birch 
Emily Callaway 
Liza Carter   
Pam Corbino 
Scott Daniels 
Chester “Bud” Elias 
Advantage Group   
Jerry Fletcher 
Albert Gadomski 
Cyndie Goudeau 
Kenneth/Lisa Hamilton    

Dr. William Layman 
Sally Lindberg 
Pat Marzulli  
���������	
���
����
����

Timothy McMahon 
Michael Monahan  
Donna Nettestad 
John Patrick 
Craig Phillips 
Mark Postma 
Nancy Ridenour   
Steven Ross   

Carmen Rowland  
Chris Ruppel 
Jeannie Shapiro 
Kinnear Smith 
Chris Snyder   
Tom Stathopoulos 
Stathopoulos Law Group   
Lauralee G. Westine 

����������������
�������  �� 

Linda S. Williams 
State Farm Ins. Agency   

� � �� � �� � �� �� � �� �� �� � �� � �� � �� �  � ��
�
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Big Brothers Big Sisters is the oldest, largest and  most effective youth mentoring organization in the  United States . We have 
been the leader in one-to-one youth service for more than a century, developing positive relationships that have a direct and lasting 
impact on the lives of young people. Volunteer Big Brothers and Big Sisters mentor children, ages 6 through 18, in communities across 
the country. 

Mission 
To help children reach their potential through professionally supported, one-to-one mentoring relationships with measurable impact. 

Vision 
Successful mentoring relationships for children who need and want them, contributing to brighter futures, better schools, and stronger 
communities for all 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Pinellas County, Inc. 

serving Pinellas, Hernando and Citrus Counties  

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Pinellas County, Inc. is one of more than 400 agencies across America.  It provides 
services in three counties of the greater Tampa Bay area.  The organization began serving children in Pinellas 
County in 1967, expanded to Hernando County in 1996, and into Citrus County in 2005. Big Brothers Big 
Sisters strives to fulfill its mission through a professional staff that carefully works with both the volunteers and 
children to ensure that the experience of Big Brothers Big Sisters is one that is dynamic, fulfilling, memorable 
and fun for both the child and the volunteer. Last year, more than 1,500 children benefited from a mentoring 
relationship with a caring adult throughout these three counties.  

Mentoring Programs 

·  Community-based mentoring – traditional Big Brothers Big Sisters one-to-one mentoring, a few hours a couple of times a 
month.  

·  School-based mentoring – one-to-one mentoring that takes place at school.  
·  Activity-based mentoring – part of community-based mentoring that focuses around sporting and recreational activities through 

a “Sports Buddies” program  
·  All Big Brothers Big Sisters mentoring relationships have the support of professional staff.  

Making an Impact  
National research has shown that positive relationships between youth and their Big Brothers and Big Sisters mentors have a direct and 
measurable impact on children's lives. By participating in our youth mentoring programs, Little Brothers and Sisters are: 

·  More confident in their schoolwork performance 
·  Able to get along better with their families 
·  46% less likely to begin using illegal drugs 
·  27% less likely to begin using alcohol 
·  52% less likely to skip school 

Learn how you can get involved with your local Big Brothers Big Sisters agency.  
Visit www.bbbspc.org or call 727-518-8860. 

�$.�$���/����������
����0$��
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Applications now being accepted for  

Youth Leadership Pinellas 
 
 

The Youth Leadership Pinellas program, sponsored by Leadership Pinellas and the YMCA of the Suncoast, is 
accepting applications for the Class of 2008-2009 through October 6, 2008. 

 
 Similar to Leadership Pinellas, the program seeks to provide information on community resources and issues, 
develop an excellence in leadership, build teamwork skills and foster involvement in community services for a diverse 
group of 10th and 11th grade high school students. 
  

Youth Leadership Pinellas is a seven-month program, operating from November through May.  Participants meet 
for five full-day sessions, plus an orientation retreat and graduation event.   

 
Dialogue is created between established and potential leaders of diverse backgrounds, including business and 

professional individuals, plus leaders of government, education and other fields.  A wide range of topics exposes the 
youths to the decisions facing their community today.  Emphasis is on active, hands-on experience that makes the learning 
meaningful and interesting. 

 
To be eligible for the program, students must attend an accredited high school in the Tampa Bay area, 

demonstrate leadership or be emerging leaders in school or community activities, have an interest in addressing issues in 
their community, be academically sound (a B average or better is recommended), be eager to learn and have strong team 
spirit and be willing to follow the School Code of Conduct and policy set forth by Youth Leadership Pinellas. 

 
For more information about Youth Leadership Pinellas, or to request a program brochure and application, contact 

Stephanie Zaragoza at the YMCA of the Suncoast, (727) 467-9622, or Leadership Pinellas, (727) 585-8889.   
 
The YMCA of the Suncoast, a charitable, non-profit organization, serves more than 91,000 members and program 

participants through its nine branches located in Pinellas, Pasco and Hernando counties. 
 
 
The application dates for YLP are the following: 
 

Application deadline -  Monday, October 6th 
Interviews – The Week of October 20th  (exact days and times 

dependent on number of applications received) 
Orientation – Sunday, November 2nd 
 
 
 

 
# # # 

 
YMCA of the Suncoast • Association Offices 

2469 Enterprise Road • Clearwater, Florida 33763 • (727) 467-9622 
www.ymcasuncoast.org 

�
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                                              From the Desk of:                                                                                                  ��������
����������������	
� ,  
                       Executive Director                                                                                                                                                                
 

       The Class of 2009 Retreat has come and gone.  It was definitely a learning experience for all.   First, I 
would like to introduce the Class of 2009 Reporter, Gregory Wright ’09  and Class of 2009 Photographer, Shannon Kimball ’09.  
I’m sure they will do a great job for the Class as evidenced by his first report.    
 
Here are some of the things that were learned over the weekend.  The class learned a lot about themselves individually and as a group.  
They learned that Judy Siracusa ’95, Pat Siracusa ‘97 and Debbie White ‘95 totally know how to put together a great event!!  We 
learned that Judy Siracusa ‘95’s ladies:  Dora, Irene, Sarah and Cornelia have what it takes to excite and motivate the Class.  We 
learned that the Gators were well represented by the Class along with USF, one & one half Seminoles, a West Point grad and 
countless others.  We learned that Tropical Storm Fay couldn’t put a damper on a fantastic weekend!!  The Class learned that the 
Alumni  are totally committed to Leadership Pinellas as demonstrated by the huge turnout at the Social Friday evening.  We learned 
that having the owner of Escot Bus Lines as a class member was not only unique, but was FANTASTIC!  Many thanks to Brian Scott 
’09 for the little excursion Friday evening.  We learned that the ongoing construction at the Radisson as it becomes a Marriott in time 
for the upcoming Super Bowl was a minor inconvenience and a part of the growth and continuing changes the area must undergo to 
keep growing and continue to be a place people would want to visit again and again.   We learned that there was a new “Dots” 
champion at the Retreat Social.  Odalys Lara ’94 won that title Friday evening.  We learned that the SWAT team is still NUMBER 1!  
Thanks Terry Teunis ’08 for a great show!  And the dog wasn’t too bad either.  �   Hope Ron Seel ’09 has overcome his shock and 
the handcuffs weren’t too tight!   We learned that Sunstar and Mark Postma ’08 are still trying to find hearts for lawyers as Gary 
Williams ’09 can attest to.   We learned that apparently since graduation, Bob Batz ’08 has bought stock in Rogaine, and we learned 
that Roger Johnson ’08 IS smarter than a 5th grader and a pretty snappy dresser, too!   Art Shand ’00 as Charlie Crist, the People’s 
Governor along with his “fiancée”, Sarah Pickett ’06 and Mike Monahan ’06 as Sen. John McCain stopped by to discuss why 
“Charlie” couldn’t be vice president due to the Leadership Pinellas Tallahassee trip in March.  Now bring on  the Program Days!! 
 

                                                
Bob “Hairy”Batz ’08                                 Roger Johnson ’08                               Mark Postma ’08,  Gary Williams ‘09 
 Nick Amaro ‘08                                         Lisa Shadroui ‘08                                Charlene Cobb, paramedic                
                                                                                                                                         

                                                         
“Sen. McCain” (Mike Monahan ’06)                                              The SWAT Team get their man as they 
“Gov. Crist, the People’s Governor”                                             take down Ron Seel ‘09�
(Art Shand ’00) and the Governor’s fiancée,                     �
(Sarah Pickett ’06) 

Check on our web page under Events for more photos of the Retreat.�
 
       Our thoughts and prayers go out to Karen Altieri, 01 for a speedy recovery after her recent surgery. 

 
�
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A DATE HAS BEEN SET FOR THIS YEAR’S PRE-HOLIDAY HAP PENING.  THE DATE IS 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2008.  BE SURE TO MARK THAT DATE ON YOUR CALENDARS . 
I will be sending out the time and location information as soon as that is decided. 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE 2008 LEGISLATIVE RECEPT ION! 

                       DATE:  Wednesday, October 15, 2008 
                      TIME:   5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
                       LOCATION:  Concourse at Ruth Eckerd Hall 
                                               1111 McMullen Booth Road -  Clearwater 
                       FEE:  $20 per person.  Send check to Leadership Pinellas 
                                P.O. Box 5986, Clearwater, FL 33758-5986 

 Or pay online by logging on at www.leadershippinellas.com and                                                          
clicking on Calendar Events, Legislative Reception 2008 

 
 
 
Program Day Schedule 
 
August 22-23, 2008……………...Opening Retreat 
September 10, 2008………….…..Human Services 
October 08, 2008…………………...Arts / Culture 
November 12, 2008…..……Business /Technology 
December 10, 2008………..…Government /Media 
January 14, 2009………..…………..…..Education 
February 11, 2009…………………………..Health 
March 22-24, 2009………….……Tallahassee Trip 
April 8, 2009 …………………….Criminal Justice 
May 13, 2009……….Environment / Infrastructure 
May 16, 2009………………………….Graduation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

Please submit information on “Members on the Move” to judy@leadershippinellas.com  by 
September 25, 2008 to be included in the October Issue of the Leader Reader.  Photos are 
welcome.  Include a .jpg or .pdf  file of your photo for inclusion. 

Volunteer Organization Spotlight of the Month 
We would like to make this a monthly feature of our Leader Reader as space permits, so if you 
have a suggestion for a future issue, please submit it to judy@leadershippinellas.com or mail it 
to  Leadership Pinellas, P. O. Box 5986, Clearwater, FL 33758-5986. Deadline for the next 
issue is September 25, 2008. 

A Special Thank You 
Again, a huge Leadership Pinellas thank you goes 
out to Judy Siracusa ‘95, Pat Siracusa ‘97 and 
Debbie White ’95  for all their hard work and efforts in 
making the Class of 2009 Retreat a huge success! 
 
And a very special thank you goes out to all the 
Alumni  who attended the Class of 2009 Retreat 
Social.  It was something that the class members 
really appreciated since it showed how devoted 
everyone is to Leadership Pinellas. 

************************************** 
Please keep checking the events on our 
Website:  www.leadershippinellas.com 

For any updated info on our planned events. 
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P. O. Box 5986 
Clearwater, FL 33758-5986 
(727) 585-8889 
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Ruth Fanovich  ’05, won the Tampa Bay Business Journal's 2008 Business Woman of the Year, Judges 
Choice Award!! She was presented her award during an evening banquet held at the Seminole Hard Rock 
Casino and Hotel on August 15, 2008.  

�
 
Psalms Mack ’08, has been promoted to the Associate provost at the St. Petersburg College-Gibbs campus. 
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Judy:  judy@leadershippinellas.com  
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