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   Dear Friends,  
 
   As you know I have mentioned may times what a  privilege it is to be  your President.  Today I will emphasize  
   what a privilege it is to be an alumni of this organization. Late last  month, thirty alumni  spouses  and  family  
   went to Washington D.C., thanks to the  incessant volunteer  efforts of our very own Karen Seel 91’.  I would 
   like to thank Karen for her dedication and continued commitment to this program, it was extremely apparent 
   to all who attended, the numerous hours involved to accomplish this phenomenal feat!!!!! We had  three back  
   to back action packed Leadership Days. Those who attended are so excited and still talking about it so much that I felt I would share  
   our experience with you. 
 
   On Wednesday September 26th, we all arrived at TIA for a 7:00 A.M. departure.  We arrived at D.C. at 9:30 A.M., immediately after 
   arriving we  were escorted to Arlington National Cemetery, where we  experienced  the changing of  the guards and participated in a 
   very  special  ceremony  honoring  our  fallen and  unidentified  heroes.  A  wreath  identifying Leadership Pinellas was placed at the 
    “Tomb of   the Unknown  Soldier” with  guard  and  bugler.  Four  L.P. Veteran   representatives,  Bud  Elias ‘01,  Gary  Polanski,  
    Ron Seel and James Byars as well as all members of the delegation participated in this  most  honorable  event  on  behalf  of  LP.  
    There are  no words  that  can possibly express how moved we were at that moment for all these  brave  soldiers  that  have  died  to  
    protect our freedom. 
 
    Next a tour of the Pentagon! Our private coach was inspected by military with K-9. Once officially cleared, we  were accepted  thru 
    the dignitary entrance not the visitor center. We were escorted into the  CNO’s  (Chief Naval Officer’s) conference room, where  we  
    were addressed by the CNO himself Admiral Mullen .  The Admiral personally shook each of our  hands when  he walked  into  the 
    room and addressed us all by name.  I believe I speak for our group when I say that we all  felt safer for our country after  speaking 
    with the Admiral. Note the  Admiral was  sworn in as the new Chairman of  the  Joint Chiefs of  Staff on  October 1st.  Did I say we 
    were privileged??????  If you are a trivia person, note the following about the Pentagon: 37 restaurants,  23,000  employed,  over  6 
    million square feet of construction, over 200 bathrooms, over 900 water fountains and an internal mall with a jewelry store to name 
    a few.  We  also  visited  the  site  of  the  911  memorial  within  the  facility and stood where the airplane crashed into the building. 
    Needless  to  say   we  were  all  deeply  touched!   Then,  on  to  the  top  of  the  Washington  Monument, AN ACTION PACKED 
    UNFORGETABLE DAY!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
    We had two more action packed days, read all about it on page 2. 
 
    Now, to  what  is  happening in L.P. locally, a huge  thank you to Brenda Green ‘07, Duggan Cooley ‘07 and Jane Helms ‘98, the 
    Coordinators  of  Human Services Day.  Great Job! (See page 6  for  class reporter account).  Remember to join the class on October  
    10th after Arts and Culture day for free drinks, food and entertainment at Brighthouse Field. 
 

 
** Save the date for our Holiday gathering on Saturday December 1st.   

Location and time to be announced.** 
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Trip to Washington Cont. 
 
Day two was a walking tour of D.C. We started the day with a tour of our Capitol Building and had the opportunity to meet and have 
our picture taken with Congressman Young and Congressman Bilirakis on the house steps. 
 
Next to the Bureau of Engraving and Printing Tour, where we walked thru and saw the printing of the $1, $10, and $20 bills.  Did you 
know that it costs approximately 4 cents to produce a $1 bill?  During fiscal year (FY) 2007, the Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
will produce approximately 38 million notes a day with a face value of approximately $750 million.  95% of the notes printed each 
year are used to replace notes taken out of circulation. 
 
Not done yet! Lunch at the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History and then a quick tour.  We all joked about the Movie “Night at 
the Museum” when we walked in and looked right into the eyes of a huge Mammoth. We saw the 45.52 carat Hope Diamond. Its 
perfect quality, its large size, and its rare color make it strikingly unique and beautiful. Add to this a varied history which includes 
being owned by King Louis XIV, stolen during the French Revolution, sold to earn money for gambling, worn to raise money for 
charity, and then finally donated to the Smithsonian Institution. The Hope diamond is truly unique and beautiful. (Diamonds are a girls 
best friend!) 
 
On to more serious matters, such as a tour of our nation’s Supreme Court. Organized on February 2, 1790, it “handed down its first 
opinion in 1792.” 
 
We all thought we would be adventurous for dinner and headed to Georgetown to find great Italian food. 
 
Day Three on the bus at 8:00 A.M. for a tour of the White House.  We toured the State Dining Room, The Red, Blue and Green 
Rooms. Sorry no purple room!  We did note the portraits of Presidents and First Ladies that lined the corridors and hallways as we 
walked thru. 
 
Next, we took a tour of the Italian embassy.  I love Italy and this Embassy was a genuine piece of Italy right here at home. A quaint 
little café with Cappuccino’s and Gelato and some of the most beautiful modern architecture and furniture you could ever wish to see.  
Our tour guides were two wonderful young Italian ladies that had been in the country less than a month. 
 
Then, lunch at the Capitol Hill Club where we enjoyed the company of Congressman Young and his staff. Congressman Bilirakis also 
was in attendance. It was a wonderful opportunity for us to express to the Congressman how grateful we were to he and his staff for all 
they do for Pinellas County.  
 
The last stop before heading to the Airport was a tour of the State Department and the Diplomatic Reception Rooms. Each year over 
80,000 Leaders of the world as well as foreign and American dignitaries are entertained at luncheons, receptions, and dinners by the 
Secretary of State, the Vice President, and Members of the Cabinet.  
 
By the time we were ready to fly home, we were tired and totally exhilarated. 
 
THANK YOU KAREN SEEL ‘91  
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Leadership Pinellas Happy Hour 
DON’T FORGET HAPPY HOUR 

Wednesday, October 10, 2007 
See you at the ballpark! 

 
 
 

Get together with some of your old friends from Leadership – 
 

And make new ones! 
 

Join us at the “Almost World Famous” Frenchy’s Tiki Pavilion at beautiful 
 

Bright House Networks Field 
 

on the second Wednesday of the month through November 14 for one of the largest networking 
 

Happy Hour’s in the Bay area!  Ladies drink free from 5-6 p.m. while you enjoy live 
 

entertainment and free food from Dogwater Restaurant.  This is the Happy Hour you don’t 
 

want to miss!  Sponsored and hosted by the Clearwater Threshers.  Bright House Networks 
 

Field is located off of US 19 and Drew Street in Clearwater. 
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Stathopoulos Law Group, PA

       

    
      

      

                                                                                               

   

Bruce Livingston Sally Lindberg & Associates

      

Jean R. Shapiro  Jonathan Wade  
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PLATINUM SPONSOR 

                             
 

  WINNING WAYS of Tampa Bay, Inc.
                                                                                 Judy Siracusa

 
GOLD SPONSOR 

       

 
           

       
      

Perzel and Lara Forensic, CPA’s 
We are not your Typical CPA’s! 

                                                                     
SILVER SPONSOR 

     Chris & Christine Ruppel  

       
       

Stathopoulos Law Group, PA 

ALUMNI BOOSTER 
       

      

      

                                                                                                    

Sally Lindberg & Associates Lauralee G. Westline The Briggs Financial Planning Group

    Of Raymond James & Associates, Inc.

Scott & Marcy Daniels    

                                                                              Coldwell Banker Real Estate       A Spiritual Change, Inc.

October  2007 

 

  

WINNING WAYS of Tampa Bay, Inc. 
Judy Siracusa 

  

 

 
Clearwater Gas 

.            

 

Linda S. Williams  

State Farm Ins. Agency 

Briggs Financial Planning Group   

Of Raymond James & Associates, Inc.    

piritual Change, Inc. 
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        Annual Sponsorship   
                           Where we prepare leaders for tomorrow 
                                               Our continued success depends upon you! 

Please consider supporting Leadership Pinellas   
Educational Events! 

Company Name: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Name:_____________________________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip:______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:____________________________________________________________ 
 
Fax:______________________________________________________________ 
 
YES! I would like to be a sponsor: 
 
_________Platinum $1,000 *  Recognition by the moderator at each event   

*   Sign at the Leadership Library with company logo for this year                                             
*   Listing at the top of all sponsorship signs acknowledging your sponsorship                                         

                                 
 _________Gold       $750   *  All Silver benefits plus:  All listings will be acknowledged as Gold                                  

        sponsors and listed above Silver sponsors on signage, website and   
        the Leader Reader 

    *   An active website link to your website from the Leadership Pinellas     
        Website 

 
_________Silver  $500   *   Sign at all events listing your sponsorship 
      *    Listing in the Leader Reader ALL year 
      *    Website acknowledgement of our sponsorship 

 
________ Alumni Booster $100  *   Acknowledgement of your sponsorship in the Leader Reader 
 

________ Other 
Please include your business card, completed  Or pay by Credit Card: 
form, and a check for your sponsorship and 
send to:       Name of Cardholder:________________ 
        Card Number ______________________ 
Leadership Pinellas                Expiration Date: ____________________ 
P.O. Box 5986      Type: AMEX__________ VISA ________ 
Clearwater, FL 33758-5986    MASTERCARD _______ 
(727) 585-8889      OTHER __________ 
www.leadershippinellas.com    Signature:__________________________ 
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Human Services Program Day - September 12, 2007 

By Cyndee Haydon, Class Reporter 

�
The sun was rising over Cove Cay as we met the bus for our first Program Day on September 12th. You could feel the 
excitement in the air as we all wondered what would be in store for us as we prepared to learn more about Pinellas 
County’s Health and Human Services. 
 
In hindsight, I’m not sure any of us were prepared for the amount of need we would uncover and also the depth of good 
being done in Pinellas County today. Our first stop was the ‘Religious Community Services’ Food Bank where Duggan 
Cooley ’07 was our host. There we learned how RCS is serving many segments of our needy and abused population with 
“Help and Hope”. We felt a little guilty having a nice breakfast in the “near empty” RCS warehouse where the 
centerpieces visually showed us what a family, regardless of size, is given as government subsidy to live on for the month. 
In addition RCS provides emergency food to needy individuals in our community and RCS is in desperate need of all 
canned goods especially canned meats. They have ½ of their normal food inventory today. Normally they feed 75-85 
families a day they are now they’re seeing about 125+. Several class members were moved to write checks to RCS on the 
spot, others have since started food drives back at their offices and in addition our class decided to bring canned goods to 
each of our Program Days in the future. 
 
Then we visited UPARC  at the Long Center where Karen Crown ’83 explained how UPARC started n 1955 is the 
largest organization in the state of Florida serving the mentally retarded as well as local residents with 5 other qualifying 
disabilities. One of our classmates has a 52 year old brother that benefits from UPARC’s services, reminding us it’s a 
small world. We were struck by all the happy faces we saw on both the faces of clients and the staff – and the caring you 
could feel for everyone we met.  We learned how the upcoming budget cuts would impact the services they’re able to 
provide today. It definitely put a human face on pending budget cuts for us.    
 
Next stop was the Homeless Emergency Shelter where Barbara Green ’03 shared HEP’s rich 53 year history and Bruce 
Fyfe introduced us to an inspiring woman who gave a moving testimonial on how HEP had changed her life. We saw first 
hand that HEP is definitely a place to go to get a “hand up” and the difference they’re making is reflected in their 78% 
success rate. The sad news is that homelessness is up 11% in 2007 and the average age of a homeless person today is 9 
years old. Thank you to HEP for also providing us with a great lunch in their new dining hall.  While we were there we 
also heard Micki Thompson of #211 Tampa Bay Cares, Sandra Lyth of the YWCA Hispanic Outreach Center and Gay 
Lancaster of the Juvenile Welfare Board explain the services their organizations offer and how they’re helping our 
community. 
 
Our last stop was the Lighthouse of Pinellas where we learned about services that 50% of us will probably need one day 
and products available to promote independence, everything from two-colored cutting boards to high tech readers. We 
even experienced navigating blind-folded, how a computer can be used to promote independence and the extensive 
services tailored to children.         
 
This day made us proud to be part of Pinellas County. We also became aware of how budget cuts will impact our most 
needy and how each of us is called on to do more. Each organization needs more volunteers and financial support. We left 
feeling inspired to work towards making a difference. Our day was arranged by Duggan Cooley ’07, Brenda Green ’07, 
Jane Helms ’98. Our thanks goes to them and all the speakers for providing us with an inspiring Program day!  We also 
would like to thank Homeworks Inspections which provided our much appreciated snacks. We ended the day looking 
forward to our next program day: Arts & Culture on October 10th. 
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Here is a link that has a summary of what the position entails and also a copy 
of the application, if anyone is interested.   

http://www.elcpinellas.org/board.htm�
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			 From the Desk of:    Judy Mullican, Executive Director 
 

Be sure to make note that the Legislative Reception originally scheduled for October 4, 2007, was canceled and will be 
rescheduled for a date possibly in February when the Legislature is not in session.  Keep checking back for updates. 

Speaking of checking back, the website is now online.  You can now make editing changes to your directory information by 
going to the Leadership Pinellas website and logging on using your email address and the password that was emailed to you.  If you 
do not have your password, you can receive it by clicking on “forgot your password” and your password will be emailed to you.  Once 
you log on, you can select the “update member info” area and your information should pop up on the screen.  You can then edit your 
information and change whatever needs changing.  At the very bottom is your password.  If you wish, you can change your password 
at this time to something you may remember easier than the one assigned to you by the webmaster.  If you do make any editing 
changes, please pass that along to me at judy@leadershippinellas.com so that I can update my information.   You can also upload a 
photo in the membership area.  The photo file cannot be larger than 200 KB and should be in web small format to work properly.  If 
you have trouble, just email it to me and I’ll help you out.    

Be sure to check the events photo gallery for pictures of the Class of 2008 and event photos.  I will be updating them as I 
receive them.   

 
Leadership Alumni, Sponsorship Opportunities! 

 
Leadership Pinellas needs your help. Instead of seeking sponsorships for each individual program day, we are seeking sponsorships of 
the entire Leadership Pinellas program year. In changing the format, we are hoping to reduce the number of times that sponsors are 
asked for contributions per year.  Sponsors will receive recognition at EVERY Leadership Pinellas event.   If you are interested in an 
annual personal or business sponsorship, please contact me  at 727-585-8889 or judy@leadershippinellas.com  or Matt Novak at 
Matt.Novak@baycare.org .  Sponsorship Levels:  Platinum:  $1,000+;   Gold:   $750;  Silver:  $500;   Alumni Booster:   $100 

 
Mark your calendars for our Holiday Social  gathering currently scheduled for Saturday 

December 1st.   Location and time to be announced. 
 

DON’T FORGET HAPPY HOUR at Frenchy’s Tiki Pavilion at beautiful  
Bright House Networks Field, Wednesday, October 10, 2007, starting at 5:00 pm. 

See information on page 3. 
  �����
��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� �������������������  
 
              Program Day Schedule 
 
August 24-25, 2007……………...Opening Retreat 
September 12, 2007………….…..Human Services 
October 10, 2007…………………...Arts / Culture 
November 14, 2007…..……Business /Technology 
December 12, 2007………..…Government /Media 
January 9, 2008……………………..…..Education 
February 13, 2008…………………………..Health 
March 16-18, 2008………….……Tallahassee Trip 
April 9, 2008 …………………….Criminal Justice 
May 14, 2008……….Environment / Infrastructure 
May 17, 2008………………………….Graduation 
 
 
 
 

A Special Thank You 
 
A huge thank you  goes out  to Jane Helms ’98, 
Brenda Green ’07  and Duggan Cooley ‘07  for 
all their hard work and efforts in  making Human 
Services Day run smoothly and successfully and  
also to Religious Community Services for 
providing breakfast, Homeless Emergency 
Project, Inc., for providing lunch and 
Homeworks Inspections for providing snacks for 
Human Services Day!! 
 
And to Jeanne at The Print Place, thanks for the 
great job done on the Leadership brochures she 
recently printed for us.   
 

************************************** 
Please keep checking the events on our 
Website:  www.leadershippinellas.com 

For any updated info on our planned events. 
 



 Leadership Pinellas Leader Reader Page 9 October 2007 

 

 ·   

P. O. Box 5986 
Clearwater, FL 33758-5986 
(727) 585-8889 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

����������������������������������������������� �
������������������������ ��

M - E - M - B - E - R - S     O - N     T - H - E    M - O - V - E�

�������������������������������������� � �
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 �

���������� � � � � � � � � � � ����

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

����������������������������������������������� ����

PREPARING LEADERS FOR TOMORROW 
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Pamela Skyrme, PhD. ’03, has accepted a position at Dartmouth College as Director of 
Recruitment and Professional Development.  She will be moving to 4 S Balch St, Hanover, NH 
03755.  She begins work on September 24, 2007. 
 
Dianne Wheatley-Giliotti ’02,  was re-elected for a second two-year term as President of the 
League of Voters of Florida headquartered in Tallahassee. 
 
Ruth Fanovich ’05, has been nominated for the 2007 Health Care Heroes Award for a finalist in 
the category of Medical Professional-Non Physician which will be presented by the Tampa Bay 
Business Journal and the event sponsors on Thursday, October 11, 2007 from 6 pm-9pm at the 
Hyatt Regency Downtown Tampa. 
 
On Thursday, 9/27/07, PEMHS annual PACE awards for 2007 included two Leadership Pinellas 
Alumni: 
Scott Daniels, ’93, received the award for Businessman Of The Year and 
Pat Gerard, ’90,  Mayor of Largo, was given a Special Recognition award for her community 
service. 


