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Dear Friends/Fellow Alumni AND 2008-2009 Class Members!�
 ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Chris Ruppel ‘03 
                                                                                                                                                                                                           President 

 With the election season closing, what will fill the airwaves when the political ads are no longer running?  
Won’t our days seem empty without the constant political discussions? Aside from the constant media 
bombardment this is a fantastic time to consider how fortunate we are to live in a society that peacefully 
transfers power from one elected official to another.  On a national level our great country has done so since 
the first presidential election in 1789.  What a wonderful time to appreciate all of our blessings and reflect on 
how truly fortunate we ALL are as Americans to be part of this free and democratic society.    
 
With that said, please allow me to thank all of you for your friendship and support of Leadership Pinellas, 
including our wonderful sponsors noted on pages 2 and 3. This month we are grateful to Kelly Triolo ’08, Jan 
Luth ‘06 (Chair), Gregory Brady ’07, Rep Deloach ’0 6, George Ann Bissett ’07, Nancy Greenberg ’05, 
Barbara Hubbard ’08, Ed Eager ’88 for their contributions as the program day planners for Arts and Culture 
Day. Job well done!!!! 
 
The Legislative Reception was a great success.  I would like to thank the over 100 alumni members and over 
20 local candidates and elected officials who participated in the event.   The committee’s hard work provided a 
great forum to meet the candidates and elected officials on a personal level.  The event committee was Ed 
Halleran ’03; Lauralee Westine ’03 and her assistant Sheila Handwerk; GeorgettaDoyle ’05; Deborah 
Kynes ’89; Karen Seel ’91 and Ana Maria Schweitzer ’05  I would also like to thank the event sponsors listed 
on page 2. 
 
Looking forward November 12th will be Business and Technology Day for our current class and looks like 
another great experience. 
 
Have you sent your RSVP for the LP Pre-Holiday Happening Party on the evening of November 15th? If not, 
please call 727-585-8889, email Judy@leadershippinellas.com, or respond to the Evite ASAP so that we have 
a reasonable idea of how many folks to plan for the party. Speaking of planning, Ed Halleran ‘03, our Alumni 
Planning Chair is putting together an incredible event. The food and fun will be exceptional! Thank you Ed and 
your volunteer team for putting this event together! 
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PLATINUM SPONSORS 

                              
                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

      
    
                   

 
 
 
 

WINNING WAYS of Tampa Bay, Inc. 
  Judy Siracusa 

                            
 

                                                                        
SILVER SPONSOR 

 

 

            
                               

            
PLEASE HELP US FILL THIS PAGE 

 
 
 

PLEASE CONTACT KATIE COLE AT:  Katiec@jpfirm.com   
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPONSORSHIP. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU GOES OUT TO THE SPONSORS OF THE 2008 
LEGISLATIVE RECEPTION 

Law Office of Lauralee Westine & Robert A. Gaultieri; Johnson, Pope, Ruppel & Burns, LLP; 
Al Estes; Hyundai of New Port Richey; Bollenback & Forret, P.A.; Landon, Moree & Associate, Inc.; 
Liberty Bank; Linda S. Williams Ins, AGCT, Inc.; Mackin & Associates, Inc.; PT Access Networks; 

UCI Construction Services, LLC; Allan M. Bakalar and George Townsend. 
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ALUMNI GOLD BOOSTERS 
 

Bollenback & Forret, P.A., Michael Bollenback 
 

Belloise Realty - Cyndee Haydon                       
 

D-Mar General Contracting & Development, Andrew Caudell & Doreen DiPolito 
 

Homeworks Inspection Services Corporation - Georgetta Doyle 
 

Hill, Ward & Henderson, PA - Mark Wall 
 

The Nielsen Company - Karen Blackburn        
 

Roger Johnson 
 

Mark Roman Law Group - Carol-Lynn Roman  
 

Perzel-Lara  
Perzel and Lara Forensic, CPA’s 
We are not your Typical CPA’s! 

 
Karen Skiratko 

 

Stephen Slaughter 

             
ALUMNI BOOSTERS 

 

Dr. David Becker    
Tracey Birch 
Emily Callaway 
Liza Carter   
Pam Corbino 
Scott Daniels 
����������	
����
�	�����	���

Chester “Bud” Elias 
Advantage Group   
Jerry Fletcher 
Albert Gadomski 
Cyndie Goudeau 

Kenneth/Lisa Hamilton    

Dr. William Layman 
Sally Lindberg 
Pat Marzulli  
����������
���
	���
	���

Timothy McMahon 
Michael Monahan  
Donna Nettestad 
John Patrick 
Craig Phillips 
Mark Postma 
Nancy Ridenour   

Steven Ross   
Carmen Rowland  
Chris Ruppel 
Jeannie Shapiro 
Kinnear Smith 
Chris Snyder   
Tom Stathopoulos 
Stathopoulos Law Group   
Lauralee G. Westine 
�	��	������������
�������  �� 

Linda S. Williams 
State Farm Ins. Agency   

� � ���
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GULFCOAST LEGAL SERVICES, INC. 
 

Legal aid provider for 30 years 

  Gulfcoast Legal Services provides free legal services in civil matters for economically 
disadvantaged people who have no other means to hire a private attorney.   
 
  Gulfcoast Legal Services (GLS) was chartered in Pinellas County in 1978 and began serving 
clients the following year in Clearwater and the home office in St. Petersburg.  In 1981 services were 
extended to Manatee and Sarasota Counties from program offices in Bradenton and Sarasota.   A new 
branch office opened in Tampa in October 2006 to assist immigrant victims of domestic violence. Each 
office is staffed by experienced attorneys and support staff who provide legal services for eligible clients.  
GLS is the only full-service legal aid organization in its three county service area.   Approximately 4500 
cases are completed annually. 
 
  Cases include matters concerning housing, consumers, immigration, the elderly, public 
benefits, discrimination, immigration and family law.  Specific groups assisted include seniors, victims of 
domestic violence, the disabled and homeless.   The Housing Task Force was created to represent clients in 
predatory lending and foreclosure defense, which have become critical issues in these challenging 
economic times.  Staff attorneys regularly visit homeless shelters, soup kitchens, and abuse shelters to reach 
clients.  Each office hosts pro bono outreach clinics.  Staff attorneys conduct informational seminars for 
clients and private practice attorneys.   Staff attorneys work closely with human service agencies to 
coordinate services that best meet the needs of the client and their families.   
   
  In human terms this means:  Families are able to remain in their homes rather than become homeless.   
Seniors are protected from scam artists who fraudulently claim to do ‘needed’ home repairs.  Single parents 
receive desperately needed child support.  An immigrant, tortured in his home country, receives asylum.  A 
disabled person receives SSI benefits and medical care.   Families aren’t discriminated against when renting 
or purchasing a home.   Domestic violence victims are assisted with injunctions and divorces enabling them 
to start a new life.  These are just a few of the many types of cases that are handled by GLS attorneys.  
 
GLS is a 501 (c) 3 not-for-profit organization.  Primary funding for GLS comes from The Florida Bar 
Foundation – IOTA funding.  The remainder is received from grants, contracts and individual donations.  
Ninety percent of every dollar received is expended on direct client services.   All contributions are tax 
deductible.  For volunteer opportunities or to make a donation please contact Liz Williams, Director of 
Development at 727-821-0726x371 or lizw@gulfcoastlegal.org  

�������������������������  
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 From the Desk of:                                                                                                  ��������
��������������������	
� ,  
                         Executive Director                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 
        
       

 

 

October has been a very busy month.  Arts & Culture day was very exciting and informative.  Be 
sure to check out Gregory Wright’s ’09 report and Shannon Kimball’s ’09 pictures in this issue.  
The Committee members, Kelly Triolo  ’08, ��Jan Luth  ‘06  (Chair),  Gregory Brady  ’07,  Rep 
Deloach  ’06, George Ann Bissett ’07, Nancy Greenberg ’05, Barbara Hubbard ’08,  Ed 
Eager ’88 did a fantastic job.  The Holocaust Museum is always a very moving experience.  The 
Museum of Fine Arts, Ruth Eckerd Hall and Leepa Ratner Museum of Art were other stops and 
everyone enjoyed visiting with “Winter” at the Clearwater Marine Aquarium. 

 

Next up will be Business and Technology on November 12th.   As usual, we look forward to an 
exciting day for the class to participate in.�
 
The Legislative Reception was a great success thanks to the committee’s hard work and the 
sponsors.  Ed Halleran ’03; Lauralee Westine ’03 and her assistant Sheila Handwerk; Georgetta 
Doyle ’05; Deborah Kynes ’89; Karen Seel ’91 and Ana Maria Schweitzer ‘05 have done an 
exceptional job in planning this event.   Also, please note our sponsors for this event on page 2.  
We greatly appreciate their help with the Legislative Reception in making it a great success. 
 
The Pre-Holiday Happening has been scheduled for November 15th, 2008 at the home of Ed 
Halleran.  The invitation is in this issue on page 8.  So, please make note, mark your calendars and 
RSVP. 
 
In case you missed it on t.v. � , today is election day!  If you aren’t among the early and absentee 
voters, be sure to exercise your right and best of luck to all our Alumni that are running for office. 
 

 

 
�
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Breakfast at Museum of 

Fine Arts 
 

             
Holocaust Museum                                                     Ruth Eckerd Hall                                      Leepa Ratner Museum of Art 
 

                
 

Clearwater Marine Aquarium 
 

             
 
Clearwater Marine Aquarium                                                                          The “Debriefing” 
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                             DATE:             Satu rday, November 15, 2008 
                             TIME:               6:00 to 8:30 p.m.  

                                     LOCATION:    T he Home of Ed Halleran ‘03  
1005 Victoria Drive 

                                                  Dunedin, FL 34698 
                                                  727-733-3115 

 
                             ATTIRE:           Fest ive Casual Holiday Attire 
                             ENJOY:            Heav y hors d’oeuvres and wine/beer 

 
Please bring: Medium/ Large Diapers, Sand Toys, Rid e Toys,  Puzzles, Books, Paper Products 

or Cash/Check 
Donations are greatly appreciated for COMMUNITY PRIDE CHILD CARE, INC.  

 
PLEASE DO NOT WRAP GIFTS 
Cost: $15.00 per person 

We can now take your VISA or MasterCard payments 
online or mail your check made payable to 

Leadership Pinellas 
P.O. Box 5986, Clearwater, FL 33758-5986 

RSVP: online www.leadershippinellas.com  or email to judy@leadershippinellas.com  
 

Deadline to RSVP  November 5, 2008 
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Program Day Schedule 
 
August 22-23, 2008……………...Opening Retreat 
September 10, 2008………….…..Human Services 
October 08, 2008…………………...Arts / Culture 
November 12, 2008…..……Business /Technology 
December 10, 2008………..…Government /Media 
January 14, 2009………..…………..…..Education 
February 11, 2009…………………………..Health 
March 22-24, 2009………….……Tallahassee Trip 
April 8, 2009 …………………….Criminal Justice 
May 13, 2009……….Environment / Infrastructure 
May 16, 2009………………………….Graduation 
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Judy:  judy@leadershippinellas.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please submit information on “Members on the Move” to judy@leadershippinellas.com  
by October 25, 2008 to be included in the November Issue of the Leader Reader.  Photos 
are welcome.  Include a .jpg or .pdf  file of your photo for inclusion. 

Volunteer Organization Spotlight of the Month 
We would like to make this a monthly feature of our Leader Reader as space permits, so if you 
have a suggestion for a future issue, please submit it to judy@leadershippinellas.com or mail it 
to  Leadership Pinellas, P. O. Box 5986, Clearwater, FL 33758-5986. Deadline for the next 
issue is November 25, 2008. 

A Special Thank You 
Again, a huge Leadership Pinellas thank you goes 
out to Kelly Triolo  ’08,  Jan Luth  ‘06  (Chair),  
Gregory Brady  ’07,  Rep Deloach  ’06, George 
Ann Bissett ’07, Nancy Greenberg ’05, Barbara 
Hubbard ’08,  Ed Eager ’88  for all their hard work 
and efforts in making Arts & Culture  Day a huge 
success! 
 
And a very special thank you goes out to Thornton & 
Donoghue & Assoc.,  for sponsoring breakfast ; Lewis 
Birch & Ricardo, LLC,  for sponsoring lunch; and Rep 
DeLoach  ‘06 and Ed Eager  ’88  for sponsoring the 
drinks and snacks on Arts & Culture Day. 

************************************** 
Please keep checking the events on our 
Website:  www.leadershippinellas.com 

For any updated info on our planned events. 
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