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Dear Friends: 
 
The end of May marks the end of my year as president, and what a year it has been. 
I have been truly honored to serve as President of an organization for which I hold in such high regard. 
 
My congratulations go out to this year’s class.  Your commitment to make a change in our community has not gone 
unnoticed. You have demonstrated a desire and willingness to be part of the leadership fabric of our esteemed 
organization. I wish you well.  
 
My thanks to our Board of Directors and all of our volunteer members who have been and remain committed to the 
success of Leadership Pinellas.  Our success this year was not possible without the tremendous efforts of our Board and 
the event and program day planners who serve as great examples of commitment and dedication to Leadership Pinellas.   
 
This year we accomplished many things which serve to better the organization.  We met our budgetary goals, maintained 
a stable and sustainable financial position, refined our recruitment program, established new protocols for fundraising, put 
the guidelines together to increase the scope and improve the Youth Leadership Program together with the YMCA of the 
Suncoast.  Most importantly we conducted a very successful program for this year’s class which included the most 
successful class project in the history of Leadership Pinellas. 
 
With this said, I wish to highlight several out-going board members whose efforts have 
helped to make the preceding progress of LP a reality. Thank you for your dedication and service: George Koder ‘06, 
Karen Seel ‘91, Matt Novak ‘06 , and Kim Briggs ‘00 .   
 
My best wishes to Jeff Joyner ‘05  and Ed Halleran ‘03 as they accept their new roles as President and President Elect. 
These are talented individuals who will make next year a great success. 
 
Even though this is the end of the official LP year, nothing is slowing down. Two very successful recruitment socials were 
just held and over 70 potential candidates for the Class of 2010 were in attendance.  Our Selection committee, chaired by 
Judge Jack St. Arnold ’91,  will conduct interviews and start the selection process in the next few weeks.  We just 
completed a fantastic trip to Washington D.C., and are in the planning stages of a “Hands Across the Bay” event for this 
summer. 
 
Please attend the annual meeting and graduation on this Saturday May 16th. See page 10 for all the details and call or 
email Judy @   judy@leadershippinellas.com or 727-585-8889 with your reservations as soon as possible or login and 
complete the online RSVP. 
 
I thank you for the opportunity to serve. It has been my distinct pleasure. 
 
Yours Truly, 
Chris Ruppel ‘03 

May  2009 

 
 
 
 
   

 
 

   
 

                                                                                                                                                    Chris Ruppel ‘03 
                                                                                                                                                                                     President 
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P. O. Box 5986 
Clearwater, FL 33758-5986 
(727) 585-8889 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PREPARING LEADERS FOR TOMORROW 
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Please submit information on “Members on the Move” to 
judy@leadershippinellas.com  by May 27, 2009 to be 
included in the March Issue of the Leader Reader.  Photos are 
welcome.  Include a .jpg or .pdf  file of your photo for 
inclusion 
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We would like to make this a monthly feature of 
our Leader Reader as space permits.  So, if you 
have a suggestion for a future issue,  please submit 
it to  Judy Mullican, Executive Director, 
judy@leadershippinellas.com or mail it to  
Leadership Pinellas, P. O. Box 5986, Clearwater, 
FL 33758-5986. Deadline for the next issue is May  
27, 2009. 
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************************************** 
Please keep checking the events on our 
Website:  www.leadershippinellas.com 

For any updated info on our planned events. 
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August 22-23, 2008……………...Opening Retreat 
September 10, 2008………….…..Human Services 
October 08, 2008…………………...Arts / Culture 
November 12, 2008…..……Business /Technology 
December 10, 2008………..…Government /Media 
January 14, 2009………..…………..…..Education 
February 11, 2009…………………………..Health 
March 22-24, 2009………….……Tallahassee Trip 
April 8, 2009 …………………….Criminal Justice 
May 13, 2009……….Environment / Infrastructure 
May 16, 2009………………………….Graduation 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
                                                                        Page 
  President’s Message      1 

  Program Day Schedule                  2 
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    Graduation/Annual Meeting Inv.   10 
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On May 12th, Leadership Pinellas donated over $6,000 to YMCA of the 
Suncoast to support Youth Leadership Pinellas.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

From left to right: 
  
Shannon Kimball  of the YMCA and Leadership Pinellas '09, Stephanie 
Zaragoza  of the YMCA and Leadership Pinellas ’00, Scott Goyer of the 
YMCA and Leadership Pinellas ‘02, Scott Daniels ‘93, Chris Ruppel ‘03 and 
Kim Briggs ’00, all from Leadership Pinellas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Leadership Pinellas Leader Reader P a g e | - 4 - May  2009 
 

 
 

        
 

          
 
 From the Desk of:                                                                                                  ��������
���������������	
� ,  
                   Executive Director                                                                                                                                                                                                            

     
Hello All, 

 
 
        The end of this year’s Class of 2009 is fast approaching the finale.  It has been a very exciting year for them.   The 
Criminal Justice Day was great, as usual.  The SWAT team and K-9 demonstrations were very informative.  The dogs are 
amazing and seem to enjoy what they do, which does not bode well for the bad guy.  �   The forensics lab is always very 
interesting.  The jail was – well, what can I say – a nice place to visit, but I wouldn’t want to stay there.  But the highlight of the 
day had to be the mock trial in Judge Jack St. Arnold’s courtroom.  I won’t step on Gregory Wright’s toes, as his report will 
depict it better than I.  All I can say is I haven’t laughed that hard in a long time.  It was very funny at Ron Seel’s ‘09  expense. 
 
         We have had both of our Recruitment Socials and they were a huge success.  I have scheduled a lot of interview 
appointments and the applicants seem very excited about Leadership Pinellas.   
 
           The Class of 2009 made their check presentation to HEP in a ceremony held at the Dunedin Fine Arts Center in 
Dunedin.  Congratulations cannot be said enough to this Class for what they have accomplished especially with the economy 
being what it is right now.  Almost $25,000 was raised for HEP’s bike shop. 
 
          If you have not yet, Please send in your dues renewal for ‘09-‘10.  Please get those back to me as soon as you can 
along with any changes in your personal information.  We are printing a directory this year in addition to the online directory 
and we need your updated information before it goes to press. 
 
          Graduation is just a few short days away.  The charge is $40 per person, except of course no charge to the Class of 
2009 graduates.  If you plan to attend, please RSVP to me judy@leadershippinellas.com, or by credit card online.  Check 
page 10 for further information.   
 
          For those of you who have sent in your Interest Indicators expressing an interest in certain program days, I will be 
contacting you with the dates and location of the planning committee meetings as soon as they have been decided. 
 
 
           Check back next month when I will be updating the Program Day dates and the Board of Directors for 2009-2010. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
 

�
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               The K-9 Unit                                                                                                     SWAT get their man                                       

              
                   SWAT display                                             Pistol Packin’ Mamas                           Ready, Aim, Fire                                                                                           
 

                               
                                            Forensics lab                                                                 Ron Seel, “The Defendant”       
                                                                                                                                                                                                           

                           
                                                     The Jury                                                         Georgie Menke, Star Witness 
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WINNING WAYS of Tampa Bay, Inc. 
  Judy Siracusa ‘95 

                            
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

RMF Care Management, Inc. 
Ruth Fanovich, RN, LHRM ‘05 

 

ROGER JOHNSON ‘08 

 

            
                              KRISTI CHEATHAM ‘02 
    

            
                                                                        

                                 
 
      ESCOT BUS LINES – BRIAN SCOTT ‘09 

 
 
 

PLEASE HELP US FILL THIS PAGE 
 

PLEASE CONTACT KATIE COLE AT:  Katiec@jpfirm.com   
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPONSORSHIP. 
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Belloise Realty - Cyndee Haydon ‘08                  

Bollenback & Forret, P.A., Michael Bollenback ‘83 
D-Mar General Contracting & Development, Andrew Caudell ‘08 & Doreen DiPolito ‘07 

Escot Bus Line – Brian Scott ‘09 
Hill, Ward & Henderson, PA - Mark Wall ‘08 

Homeworks Inspection Services Corporation - Georgetta Doyle ‘05 
The Nielsen Company - Karen Blackburn ‘06        

Perzel and Lara Forensic, CPA’s, We are not your Typical CPA’s! - 
(Odalys Lara ’94 & Pat Perzel-Geller ’93) 

Mark Roman Law Group - Carol-Lynn Roman ‘06 
Lauralee G. Westine, P.A. - Lauralee G. Westine ‘03 

David Becker ‘99 
Donna Blazevic ‘09 

Pat Carlisle ‘09 
Charlie Dye ‘09 

Dr. William Layman ‘07 
Sydney Niewierski ’08 - CFP® Wachovia Securities 

Brian Scott ‘09 
Karen Skiratko ‘07 

Stephen Slaughter ‘08 
Mickie Thompson ‘02 

 
             

ALUMNI BOOSTERS 
 

Tracey Birch ‘07 
Emily Callaway ‘08 
Liza Carter ‘07   
Pam Corbino ‘93 
Scott Daniels ‘93 
����������	
����
�	�����	���

Chester “Bud” Elias  ’01 
Advantage Group   
Jerry Fletcher ‘08 
Albert Gadomski ‘04 
Dianne Wheatley Giliotti ‘02 
Cyndie Goudeau ‘96 
Nancy Greenberg ‘05 
 

Kenneth ‘80/Lisa Hamilton ‘02    
Sally Lindberg ‘06 
Bruce Livingston ‘00 
Pat Marzulli ‘05 
����������
���
	���
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Timothy McMahon ‘05 
Michael Monahan  ‘06 
Donna Nettestad ‘00 
John Patrick ‘08 
Craig Phillips ‘07 
Mark Postma ‘08 
Nancy Ridenour  ‘98 
 
 

Steven Ross  ‘05 
Carmen Rowland ‘01  
Chris Ruppel ‘03 
Jeannie Shapiro ‘00 
Kinnear Smith ‘05 
Cris Snyder ‘97  
Tom Stathopoulos ‘06 
Stathopoulos Law Group 

Debbie Vass  ‘09 
Debbie White ‘95 
Linda S. Williams ‘93 
State Farm Ins. Agency 
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Karen Altieri ’01, recently completed the requirements for national and state certification as a Guardian. This will 
allow her to help senior citizens who are not able to handle their own affairs.  She has also accepted a position with 
John Cabot University, Rome, Italy. She will represent the College in the U.S. to high school and college students. 
She may be reached at:  kaguardian@ij.net 

�
�

�
	
Rev. Stephen Bils ’93, has accepted a call to a new position  of Executive Minister, American 
Baptist Churches of Oregan.  His new mailing address is:  0245 SW Bancroft St., Suite G, 
Portland, OR 97239  SHBils3@aol.com  
						
	
	
Alan D. Darnell, ’96, has moved to Indianapolis.  His new contact information is:  Employee 
Benefit Consultant, Connolly Ford Leppert, Inc., 429 N. Pennsylvania, Suite 202, Indianapolis, 
Indiana 46204, 317-236-6153, 317-362-6763 cell,  home address:  10079 Bent Tree Lane, Fishers,   

                      Indiana 46037, 317-841-1449, adarnell@connollyford.com  
	
	
	

    
 
Art Shand ’00, has been asked to serve on the Clearwater Jazz Holiday, Education 
Committee 
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LEADERSHIP PINELLAS 
CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO 
THE 2009 ANNUAL MEETING 

AND GRADUATION OF THE CLASS OF 2009 
SATURDAY, MAY 16, 2009, 6:30 PM 

ISLAND WAY GRILL 
20 ISLAND WAY 

CLEARWATER, FL 33767 
727-461-6617 

 

2009 GRADS – FREE WITH R.S.V.P. 
ALUMNI & GUEST - $40 EACH 

6:30 – 7:30 OPEN BAR 
CASH BAR AFTER 7:30 

ATTIRE:  BUSINESS CASUAL 
 

R.S.V.P. ONLINE BY CREDIT CARD 
(VISA OR MASTERCARD) 

OR BY CHECK NO LATER THAN 
MAY 2, 2009 TO: 

LEADERSHIP PINELLAS 
P.O. BOX 5986 

CLEARWATER, FL 33758-5986 
(727) 585-8889 

WWW.LEADERSHIPPINELLAS.COM 
JUDY@LEADERSHIPPINELLAS.COM 
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