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Dear Friends, 
  
WOW! Time flies when you are having fun. This is my final letter as president and I would like to say that it has truly been my 
honor to represent such a prestigious group of leaders in our community.   
  
This year has been a year of transition, from a new Executive Director to a leap into the 21st Century with our website.  I would be 
remiss if I did not tell you that without a terrific Board, Executive Director and all of your support, this year would not be the 
phenomenal one it has been!  A huge THANK YOU TO ALL!! 
  
This year’s class can’t wait to graduate and become active alumni, as you can imagine.  They are fired up about the opportunity to 
pass this experience on.  Of course, they are the best class! CONGRATULATIONS! 
  
I know like me you are all excited about their graduation and are planning on attending on Friday May 16th at the Bon Appetit.  
Please RSVP Judy at your earliest opportunity.  I assure you, a great time will be had by all. 
  
For the Class, April was Criminal Justice Day. As can be expected they had a wonderful meal at the jail and a wonderful time 
overall.  I heard some got carried away at the shooting range…. “Barbara”, but who is using names � . A special thank you to all the 
day coordinators, Lisa Hurley ‘06, George Koder ‘06, Les Aradi ‘06, and Judge Jack St. Arnorld ‘91.   
  
For the Alumni, April was time for recruitment.  The spirit of LP is alive and well!  We had approx. 100 candidates and alumni at 
each of the two events.  The enthusiasm in the room was contagious. Thanks to Jeff Joyner ‘05 our Recruitment Chair and to our 
Executive Director, Judy Mullican for such great events.  Of course, the events would not have been successful without all of you 
who brought potential candidates.  How fun to pass the experience forward. I would also like to thank two speakers from this years 
class, Barbara Hubbard ’08 and Steven Slaughter ’08 for sharing their thoughts and experiences.  
  
In conclusion, it is a bright future indeed, LP is in great hands.  Chris Ruppel ‘03, President, and Jeff Joyner ‘05, President-Elect 
will continue to make you proud of being an LP Alumni. 
  
Now I would like to share some personal thoughts as your leader.  I have been blessed with a wonderful husband, who is also very 
dedicated to both my success and the continued success of this program, Art Shand ‘00.  He is my joy and my pillar! Thank you, for 
always being there! 
  
Honored to have been your President! 
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PLATINUM SPONSOR 

                               
 

 
   

        WINNING WAYS of Tampa Bay, Inc. 
                                                                                                                                                       Judy Siracusa 
 
                            

 
GOLD SPONSOR 

           
  

 
                 
 
                  
           

Perzel and Lara Forensic, CPA’s 
We are not your Typical CPA’s! 

                                                                     
SILVER SPONSOR 

          Chris & Christine Ruppel      

                               
      Stathopoulos Law Group, PA 

       
ALUMNI BOOSTER 

          .            

     Cobblestone Court, Inc.        

    Melissa Allen        

  

Bruce Livingston Sally Lindberg & Associates Lauralee G. Westine The Briggs Financial Planning Group   

          Of Raymond James & Associates, Inc.    
Jean R. Shapiro  Jonathan Wade  Scott & Marcy Daniels                                                                                                                             

      Coldwell Banker Real Estate   Linda S. Williams 

A Spiritual Change, Inc.                                                                                    State Farm Ins Agency

                              
  



 Leadership Pinellas Leader Reader Page 3 May 2008 
 

       
Criminal Justice Day, April 9, 2008 

By Cyndee Haydon, Class Reporter 

�
�
�
We began our day at the Clearwater Police Department’s Countryside Substation. Chief of Police Sid Klein 
welcomed us and kicked off the day with a brief overview of the organization. Next we went outside to see the 
Police Department’s new state-of-the-art vehicles – one was an impressive van that serves as a self-contained 
broadcasting / communication station and the other is a self contained mobile housing operation that can be 
used for things like hurricanes and emergencies that provides everything needed for a 12+ team to be 
dispatched and live while assisting in a variety of crisis situations.   
 
As we listened to speakers the next thing we heard out of nowhere was “Bang”, our hearts hit the floor before 
we realized we had just met one of Clearwater’s highly trained snipers and a member of the exclusive SWAT 
team. Once we all recovered from this surprise we had an impressive demonstration by the rest of the SWAT 
team.  We saw the training they go through to a demonstration of a typical mission. You don’t want to mess 
with these guys! The big hit of the day was when we got to head to the shooting range and try weapons from 
shot gun to assault rifle – what an experience. We learned there are several classmates you DON’T want to 
mess with. We saw a new side to them and even Jack Keller (’05)  (king of “LP retreat dot love”) showed he 
can be armed and dangerous – the pictures at graduation will tell all!  Before we left, we also had a 
demonstration by the CPD’s Canine Department.  We learned about the variety of ways these highly trained 
dogs and their officer serve our community.        
    
The next stop was the Forensic Science Division of the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office. We got to tour their 
operations including imaging (crime scene photography processing), the automated fingerprint identification 
system (AFIS), and the chemical lab. It was fascinating to learn things like they use real “gold CD’s” to store 
evidence photos that are darn near indestructible and can not by modified to protect the reliability of the 
evidence. 
 
We met Sheriff Jim Coats (’02)  at the Pinellas County Jail for lunch (who knew jail food was so good). There 
we learned how the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office is pioneering some innovative programs like inmate 
education programs aimed at reducing recidivism and how the design of jails has changed over time as they’ve 
learned more effective and efficient ways to handle inmates who may be there no longer than one year. 
 
While at the Jail we saw prisoners on death row to those just arriving. We toured the intake area and had a 
demonstration of how specially trained guards handle non-compliant / rowdy prisoners (you don’t want to 
experience their “time out chair”). When we toured an all male wing the prisoners there were “visibly excited” 
by our visit. We were surprised to learn that today in-mates visits are not done face to face. For security 
reasons they are now done via video conferencing through scheduled appointments.  
 
The final stop was at the Pinellas County Criminal Justice Center. The Honorable Judge Jack St. Arnold (’91)  
had arranged for us to get Criminal Justice System overview by hearing from the States Attorney’s office and 
then a Judiciary mix and mingle with several Judges representing the different courts – Family Court, Drug 
Court, etc. Our day ended with David Fischer of the Community Foundation of Tampa Bay talking to us and 
then presenting our class with a $5000 matching grant for our class project to help RCS. A special thanks goes 
to Steve Slaughter (’08) for leading this project. 
 
Thank you to the organizers of the day’s events: Lisa Hurley (’06 ), George Koder (’06),  and Les Aradi (’06)  
Judge Jack St. Arnold (’91) . 
 
Next up: Environment & Infrastructure 
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The Florida Botanical Gardens Foundation (FBGF) 

   

 

With over 30 acres of cultivated gardens and 90 acres of natural areas, 
the Florida Botanical Gardens are a unique local treasure. The Gardens 
opened to the public in 2000.  The FBGF, a 501 (c) (3) corporation, 
was set up in 2003 to secure funding for future expansion; Pinellas 
County maintains the facility.  

The FBGF provides support for the Gardens through memberships, a 
botanically orientated gift shop, donations and memorials. The FBGF 
actively promotes awareness of the Gardens to Tampa Bay area 
residents and visitors. 
 
The FBGF serves a source for volunteers desiring not only to keep the 

gardens growing but also wanting to propel the gardens into a signature aesthetic and 
educational destination. A cadre of volunteers is crucial to the Florida Botanical Gardens’ 
success; particularly when local governments are operating under increasingly mandated fiscal 
constraints.  
 
The Florida Botanical Gardens provides myriad opportunities to volunteer: you could be a tour 
guide, assist with record-keeping, do some garden maintenance, control invasive plants, or even 
assist in teaching youth and adult classes in sustainability practices and much more, on a 
scheduled or ad hoc basis. You can have a fulfilling experience for yourself while helping to 
further the Garden's mission of sustainability and education for a diverse audience. Also, the 
FBGF board is currently filling open board positions. We particularly need people with legal, 
accounting and marketing skills.  
 
If you cannot schedule volunteer time or talent to FBG or money in your budget for a donation 
to the FBGF, we understand. But do enrich your life by frequently visiting the gardens to enjoy 
the seasonal offerings.  

Located in Pinewood Cultural Park (with Heritage Village and the Gulf Coast Museum of 
Art), 12520 Ulmerton Road, Largo.  Open daily from 7 a.m. - 7 p.m. Admission is free! 
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��� From the Desk of:  

  ����������	
� , Executive Director 
          
 
Criminal Justice Day was a huge success.  The SWAT team demonstrations, firing of real weapons, 
visiting the courthouse, jail and forensic lab were among the highlights of the day.  Lisa Hurley ’06, 

George Koder ’06, Judge Jack St. Arnold ’91 Chief Lester Aradi ’06 and Liza Carter ’07 did a fantastic job!  The class is now 
preparing for Environment & Infrastructure Day, affectionately dubbed “The Dump”.   Should be an exciting day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The recruitment socials held on Tuesday, April 8, 2008 and Tuesday, April 22, 2008 were a huge success.   We had a full  house both 
days and are now receiving applications for the Class of 2009.  Good luck to all who have and plan to apply. 
 
Although the deadline for RSVP’s for The Class of 2008 Graduation and Annual Meeting was May 2nd, I am still accepting RSVP’s.  
Please try to respond as soon as possible so that we can have a complete count for our final planning.  The date is Friday, May 
16, 2008 from 6:30 to 10:00 pm. at Bon Appetit Restaurant.  The cost is $35 per person for Alumni and guests, free to the Class of 
2008 members with their RSVP.   All information can be found online at www.leadershippinellas.com under calendar events.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Leadership Alumni, Sponsorship Opportunities! 
Leadership Pinellas needs your help. Instead of seeking sponsorships for each individual program day, we are seeking sponsorships of 
the entire Leadership Pinellas program year. In changing the format, we are hoping to reduce the number of times that sponsors are 
asked for contributions per year.  Sponsors will receive recognition at EVERY Leadership Pinellas event.   If you are interested in an 
annual personal or business sponsorship, please contact me  at 727-585-8889 or judy@leadershippinellas.com  or Matt Novak at 
Matt.Novak@baycare.org .  Sponsorship Levels:  Platinum:  $1,000+;   Gold:   $750;  Silver:  $500;   Alumni Booster:   $100 
Also, if you wish to have your logo included, please email me your logo in .eps or at least 300 dpi format so that they will come 
out clear when reproduced. 

  �����
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              Program Day Schedule 
 
August 24-25, 2007……………...Opening Retreat 
September 12, 2007………….…..Human Services 
October 10, 2007…………………...Arts / Culture 
November 14, 2007…..……Business /Technology 
December 12, 2007………..…Government /Media 
January 9, 2008……………………..…..Education 
February 13, 2008…………………………..Health 
March 16-18, 2008………….……Tallahassee Trip 
April 9, 2008 …………………….Criminal Justice 
May 14, 2008……….Environment / Infrastructure 
May 16, 2008………………………….Graduation 

BE SURE TO CHECK BACK NEXT MONTH FOR  

   THE 2008-2009 PROGRAM DAY SCHEDULE 

A Special Thank You 
I am sending a very special thank you to Betty 
Grenie r of Bollenback & Forret, for all her hard work 
in helping with the large task of mass mailings in the 
past few months. 
 
A huge thank you  goes out  to Lisa Hurley ’06, 
George Koder ’06, Judge Jack St. Arnold ’91 
Chief Lester Aradi ’06 and Liza Carter ’07 for all 
their hard work and efforts planning Criminal Justice 
Day. 

************************************** 
Please keep checking the events on our 
Website:  www.leadershippinellas.com 

For any updated info on our planned events. 
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  5/14/08 Environment & Infrastructure         5/16/08 Graduation & Annual Meeting 

Volunteer Organization Spotlight of the Month 
We would like to make this a monthly feature of our Leader Reader as space permits, so if you 
have a suggestion for a future issue, please submit it to judy@leadershippinellas.com or mail it 
to  Leadership Pinellas, P. O. Box 5986, Clearwater, FL 33758-5986. Deadline for the next 
issue is May 26, 2008. 
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P. O. Box 5986 
Clearwater, FL 33758-5986 
(727) 585-8889 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�

����������������������������� ��������������������������������
������������������������ ��
��	���
�����������	���	���
�
����
� ���������	
�� ��
� �����������������������	�������
���
������������	�
 �������������������
����������
����	�������
	 �
�
����������� �������������������������� ���������������������� �

�
M - E - M - B - E - R - S     O - N     T - H - E    M - O - V - E�

������������ �!�"��� ������������#�#�# � �
�
�

!���"���
����#
������
���	�������$����	���%���	����	 &!�����'���%�����	�	���������
�
	����
�������������	 � ��
��
����
������������������
����
��������	
�����  ��!������	��(
����������)�	����	��������������	���� )��������������%�	��	�
���	���������'������	�%
���	��%����
����	����* ��  �
�
������
�������
�� �������������
�����+,�����)��'
�	��
������-
������� $����	�����"���
	.�/-$"0�����������������
���	��������)���
	�����	�
��������%
���� ��-������� ��
��������.����
��
�����	�����'����������)��
	��%
 �����������
����
��
����1	������)����'
�	� �
�
� �����!������""��
�� ��������������
�����������	�
������-������%�����'
� 	��
��2�	���
	����������������������
���������
1
)�	�
	�%	�����
�����
��������%
�����3�)������4��� �	��'
�	� �
�
��������������������������������������������������� �������� �
�

 Page 
President’s Message   1 

Our Sponsors 2 

Criminal Justice Day 3 

Volunteer Organization Spotlight 4  

From the Desk of 5 

Program Day Schedule 5 

Special Thank You 5 

Board of Directors 6 

In This Issue 6 

Members on the Move 6 

  

  

PREPARING LEADERS FOR TOMORROW 

 

$�
�%��&�����'���������$�
�%��&�����'���������$�
�%��&�����'���������$�
�%��&�����'���������� �������������������� ���


	��������� #�
 $��%
�
�&'( �


	��������+������ �������
��)�����*���++� �&
, �


����
	��������� ��������)���*�� �
��&
- �

!	����	�	 .�/�0
�����
������&
( �
#��	���	��� �$�����1����
��&'2 ��

'
�	�������	�/*��	 0� �1������3�����&
2 ��

'
�	�������	�/*��	 0�� ���4
  ��
��&
, ��

'
�	�������	�/*��	 0�� 3
����/�� �&'- ��

'
�	�������	��/���	 0�� �	$�4������&
5 ��

'
�	�������	�/���	 0�� ��""���$����&
� �

'
�	�������	�/���	 0�� �������
���/�!����� ��&'- �

�������2�)��
������%���	�� �� ���
��  ���&
- �


��������%���	�� �
�����
�)�
�*����0� 61�  ���&', �����


�&��	.�����&5�����������%���	�� �
���7�8
��&
2 �

6
����$����	�����%���	�� 3�	��������&

 �

��� (��������)��� (��������)��� (��������)��� (��������) ����


