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Dear Leadership Friends, 
                                                                   

March  2009 

 
 
 
 
   

 
 

   
 

                                                                                                                                                    Chris Ruppel ‘03 
                                                                                                                                                                                     President 

 
I would like to share with all of you what an amazing group of leaders we have in the ’09 Class.  The class 
developed the idea to hold a benefit concert, selected HEP as the benefiting organization, and then worked 
as a cohesive team to make the event a great success.  The event was a fun time, for the 300+ attendees, 
and earned over $24,000.   I believe this is a new record for a class project and will have a tremendous 
impact for HEP.   
 
Please join me in congratulating the class on this tremendous achievement.  I am even more appreciative of 
the class effort since this event was not a requirement of Leadership but organized by the class out of the 
desire to help an organization that they came to know through the LP program. 
 

We are quickly approaching the time to begin recruiting for the Class of ’10.  Please look for a letter from 
Leadership that will contain “business cards” to distribute to leaders in our community that you think will 
benefit from the Leadership Pinellas experience.  We need all of you to help share the Leadership Pinellas 
experience with a new group of leaders.  Please plan on attending the recruitment social Tuesday, April 14, 
2009 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m . and a Recruitment Breakfast on Tuesday, April 28, 2008 from 7:30 to 9:00 
a.m. 

 

If you haven’t already sent in your RSVP for the Leadership Pinellas Washington DC trip, please do so before 
the trip is filled.  We are well ahead of the participation last year and Karen Seel ’91  has put together a great 
trip to our nation’s capital May 6th- 8th.  The trip will be a great learning experience during these interesting 
times.  Please contact Judy or Karen if you would like to participate. 

 

Please read the review for Health Day on page 5.  I would like to thank the day planners Mark Postma ’08 
[chair], Matt Novak ’08, Shannon Martin  ’06, Amand a Fisher  ’07, Kelly Triolo ’08, Chuck Kearns  ’04,  
Karen Skiratko  ’07 for organizing a great day.   

 
    

Yours truly 
 
Chris Ruppel ‘03 
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P. O. Box 5986 
Clearwater, FL 33758-5986 
(727) 585-8889 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PREPARING LEADERS FOR TOMORROW 
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Please submit information on “Members on the Move” to 
judy@leadershippinellas.com  by March 27, 2009 to be 
included in the March Issue of the Leader Reader.  Photos are 
welcome.  Include a .jpg or .pdf  file of your photo for 
inclusion 
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We would like to make this a monthly feature of 
our Leader Reader as space permits.  So, if you 
have a suggestion for a future issue,  please submit 
it to  Judy Mullican, Executive Director, 
judy@leadershippinellas.com or mail it to  
Leadership Pinellas, P. O. Box 5986, Clearwater, 
FL 33758-5986. Deadline for the next issue is 
March  27, 2009. $�!�
�	�������,�-�(�

Again, a huge Leadership Pinellas thank you goes out to *��+	
6���&�	7�8				9!����:;	*���	-�/�+	7�8;	2������	*��� ��		7�0;	
%&����	'�����		7�$;	1����	<�����	7�8;	��
!+	1�����	 	7��	��� 	
1����	2+����+�		7�$	  for all their hard work and efforts in 
making Health  Day a huge success! 

 
And a very special thank you goes out to Bayfront Medical 
Center for sponsoring breakfast; Sunstar EMS for sponsoring 
lunch; and *��+	6���&�	7�8  and 1����	<�����	7�8	 for sponsoring 
the drinks and snacks on Health Day. 

************************************** 
Please keep checking the events on our 
Website:  www.leadershippinellas.com 

For any updated info on our planned events. 
 

#.�/.$���$-�!0�1�231 �
 
August 22-23, 2008……………...Opening Retreat 
September 10, 2008………….…..Human Services 
October 08, 2008…………………...Arts / Culture 
November 12, 2008…..……Business /Technology 
December 10, 2008………..…Government /Media 
January 14, 2009………..…………..…..Education 
February 11, 2009…………………………..Health 
March 22-24, 2009………….……Tallahassee Trip 
April 8, 2009 …………………….Criminal Justice 
May 13, 2009……….Environment / Infrastructure 
May 16, 2009………………………….Graduation 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
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  President’s Message      1 
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   Misc. Information/Dates                               2 
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   From the Desk of                                          4 

   Health Day                                                  5-6 

   Class Project “Band Together”                   7-9 

   Our Corporate Sponsors                               10 

    Our Alumni Sponsors                                  11  

    Members on the Move                                 12   
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Interested in joining the fight against cancer? 
 

Find out how you, your family, your friends, and your coworkers can get involved. It 
only takes a little time to do a lot of good. Make a difference today in your 

neighborhood! 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Whether it’s giving a cancer patient a ride to chemotherapy, putting together a team for Relay For Life®, or sending an 
email to family and friends about our cancer screening guidelines, there are multiple ways you can get involved in the 

Society’s lifesaving mission.  Our greatest volunteer needs are described below. For more information about how you can 
get involved, please visit www.cancer.org or call your local American Cancer Society office at (727) 546-9822. 

 
Road to Recovery  
Offer direct assistance to local cancer patients and their families through as a volunteer driver. Some drivers volunteer 
once per month, others give rides on the way to work, others drive more frequently. This is our most requested program. 
 
Community Events  
Get involved with local Society events in your community, including: 
 
·  Relay For Life ®  
Relay For Life offers everyone in a community an opportunity to participate in the fight against cancer. Teams of people 
camp out at a local high school, park, or fairground and take turns walking or running around a track or path. Relay is an 
overnight event, up to 24 hours in length. The event brings communities together to learn about and raise money for the 
fight against cancer. Team Captains are responsible for recruiting walkers and runners and making the connection 
between them and your local American Cancer Society office. They are the are the heart and soul of Relay For Life. Find 
an event in your community at www.relayforlife.org.  
 
·  Making Strides Against Breast Cancer ® 
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer is the American Cancer Society's premier event to raise awareness and funds to 
fight breast cancer. Making Strides is your opportunity to honor breast cancer survivors, educate women about breast 
cancer prevention and early detection, and raise funds and awareness to help achieve a day when no one will have to 
hear the words “You have breast cancer.” Making Strides Against Breast Cancer will take place on October 24, 2009 in 
North Straub Park in St. Petersburg. It is a noncompetitive 3 mile walk. Join us today as walkers or help plan the event! 
 
·  Gala 
Dining ... dancing ... socializing ... auctions. However, American Cancer Society galas are more than your typical event. 
They all benefit the work of the American Cancer Society, providing funds for cancer research, education, advocacy, and 
patient services. The Diamonds in the Sky Gala will be held on Saturday, May 9, 2009 at the St. Petersburg Coliseum. For 
tickets and table sales or to help plan the event, please contact our local office. 
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 From the Desk of:                                                                                                  ��������
��������������������	
� ,  
                         Executive Director                                                                                                                                                                                                    

     
Hello All, 

We just completed Health Day and what a fantastic day it was.  The day planners (Mark Postma ’08 [chair], Matt Novak 
’08, Shannon Martin  ’06, Amanda Fisher  ’07, Kelly Triolo ’08, Chuck Kearns  ’04, Karen Skiratko  ’07) really put 
together a great day.  Mark  Postma ’08 rode the bus and did an awesome job of keeping us on schedule.   

I have not mentioned this before, but feel compelled to do so.  Charlie Skaggs, our bus driver with Escot Bus Lines, is an 
absolute professional!  He has been our driver all year and from my perch in the front seat, I am in constant amazement at 
how well he maneuvers that huge bus.  Once I watched George Koder’s ’06 eyes get big as dinner plates as Charlie deftly 
maneuvered the bus past a line of parked cars in a tiny parking lot with what appeared to be only inches to spare.  So, a big 
tip of the hat to Charlie!! 
I am no longer accepting Interest Indicators.  However, if you are interested in assisting with one of the program days, email 
me requesting the dates and locations of the two program planning meetings this summer.  There is always a lot of shuffling 
around at that time with schedule changes making it impossible for someone that has signed up to be able to fulfill that 
commitment.  So, if you come to the meeting, I’m sure one of the committees could use your help. 
 
The Class of 2009 project which was held on Saturday, February 28th  was a huge success.  The numbers are in and they are 
awesome.    
Homeless Emergency Project Fundraiser - Leadership Pinellas 2008-2009 Class Project 
 Income Details:  $10,250.00, Sponsorships  -  $5,665.00, Ticket Sales -  $5,920.00, Silent Auction - $382.00, 50/50 Raffle 
$1,117.00, Misc. Donations - $2,500.00, Leadership Pinellas grant  via Community Foundation of Tampa Bay 
$25,834.00, Total Income - $2,000.00, Expenses/Food  -  $23,834.00, Net Income for HEP.  Congratulations to all of the 
Class of 2009 for a job well done! 
 
Just to remind you who they are, I want to recognize them all: 
 

THE CLASS OF 2009 
 
Eric  Beck - Donna  Blazevic - Julie Ward  Bujalski - Steve  Bunch - Pat  Carlisle - Jamie  Cataldo - Bob Chiavacci -  
Kristie  Denbo - Ed  Dottery - Charlie  Dye - Kevin  Essex - Sandie  Grimes - Sirena  Ionata - Shannon Long Kimball - 
Roberta  Klar -  Perry  Lopez - Steph  Martin - Ben  McBride - Georgie  Menke - - Keith  Meyer - John Monte –  
Beth  Moser - Stephanie  Oddo - Grant  Petersen - Jessica  Petot - Peggy  Phillips - Michael  Rothberg –  
Nermine  Khouzam Rubin - Brian  Scott - Ron  Seel - Kim  Sharpe -  Jill  Silverboard - Chip  Snare -  Todd  Still –  
Christine  Taylor Patel - Brenda  Thompson Stewart - Debbie  Vass - Tom  Wagner - Gary  Williams –  
Gregory C. Wright 
 
There is still time to send in your nomination for the 2009 Deborah Vincent Distinguished Alumni of the Year Award.  
Nominations must be received by mail or email no later than April 10, 2009.   
 
Prior recipients have been: 
 
1997 Sally Parks ’82                           2001 Deborah Vincent ’90                                2005 Ken Waters ‘81 
1998 Kathy Rabon ’90                        2002 Holly Duncan ’84                                     2006 Linda Williams ‘93 
1999 Alan Bomstein ’82                     2003 Debbie White ’85                                     2007 Judy Mitchell ‘91 
2000 Karen Seel ’91                           2004 Paul Kaslander ’81                                    2008 Jim Watrous ‘83 
 

�
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Bayflite and Bayfront Medical Center  
 

       
 

Bardmoor Freestanding ER and Sunstar EMS 
 

       
       

Sunstar EMS and Morton Plant Mease 
 

       
 

Morton Plant Mease 
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CLASS OF 2009 CLASS PROJECT – “BAND TOGETHER” FOR HOMELESS EMERGENCY PROJECT 
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“Leadership Pinellas is a wonderful organization; what makes it so wonderful is the people that are 
involved in it. When the Class of 2009 took on HEP as their project, we were thrilled. HEP survives because of community 
involvement like this. Then, when we experienced the success of the event to raise much needed funds for the HEP 
Freewheel Bike Program, we were ecstatic. Thank you Leadership Pinellas Class of 2009 for all your hard work; thank 
you past leadership classes and all who supported this event.”      Barbara Green ‘03,  President & CEO.  

�
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CLASS OF 2009 CLASS PROJECT “BAND TOGETHER“ FOR HEP 

 

           
 
            GREGORY WRIGHT ‘09                               JOHN MONTE 2009                      SHANNON KIMBALL ’09 AND TODD STILL ‘09 
 

    
 
  GEORGIE MENKE ’09 AND SANDIE GRIMES ’09                     SANDIE GRIMES ’09, BEN MCBRIDE ‘O9, GEORGIE MENKE ‘09 
                                                                                                                                           JULIE BUJALSKI ‘09 
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                John Monte ’09 and band member                                           Ben McBride ’09, Chris Ruppel ’03 President, Brian Scott ‘09 
 

          
 
                                                                            “CROSS EYED LARRY” BAND 
 

     
 
                               A GOOD TIME WAS HAD BY ALL  AND IT WAS ALL FOR HOMELESS EMERGENCY PROJECT 
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PLATINUM SPONSORS 
                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
      

    
                   

 
 
 
 

WINNING WAYS of Tampa Bay, Inc. 
  Judy Siracusa ‘95 

                            
 
 

GOLD SPONSOR 
 

RMF Care Management, Inc. 
Ruth Fanovich, RN, LHRM ‘05 

 
 
 
 

                                                                        
SILVER SPONSORS 

 

ROGER JOHNSON ‘08 

 

            
                               

            
PLEASE HELP US FILL THIS PAGE 

 
 
 

PLEASE CONTACT KATIE COLE AT:  Katiec@jpfirm.com   
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPONSORSHIP. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Leadership Pinellas Leader Reader P a g e | 11 March  2009 
 

 
ALUMNI GOLD BOOSTERS 

 
Bollenback & Forret, P.A., Michael Bollenback 

 

Belloise Realty - Cyndee Haydon                       
 

D-Mar General Contracting & Development, Andrew Caudell & Doreen DiPolito 
 

Homeworks Inspection Services Corporation - Georgetta Doyle 
 

Hill, Ward & Henderson, PA - Mark Wall 
 

The Nielsen Company - Karen Blackburn        
 

Mark Roman Law Group - Carol-Lynn Roman  
 

Perzel-Lara  
Perzel and Lara Forensic, CPA’s 
We are not your Typical CPA’s! 

 
Karen Skiratko 

 

Stephen Slaughter 

             
ALUMNI BOOSTERS 

 

Dr. David Becker    
Tracey Birch 
Emily Callaway 
Liza Carter   
Pam Corbino 
Scott Daniels 
����������	
����
�	�����	���

Chester “Bud” Elias 
Advantage Group   
Jerry Fletcher 
Albert Gadomski 
Cyndie Goudeau 

Kenneth/Lisa Hamilton    

Dr. William Layman 
Sally Lindberg 
Pat Marzulli  
����������
���
	���
	���

Timothy McMahon 
Michael Monahan  
Donna Nettestad 
John Patrick 
Craig Phillips 
Mark Postma 
Nancy Ridenour   

Steven Ross   
Carmen Rowland  
Chris Ruppel 
Jeannie Shapiro 
Kinnear Smith 
Cris Snyder   
Tom Stathopoulos 
Stathopoulos Law Group   
Lauralee G. Westine 
�	��	������������
�������  �� 

Linda S. Williams 
State Farm Ins. Agency   
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����	��..	7�0	 recently left his position of Development Director at Habitat for Humanity of Pinellas 
County to become the Director of Advancement at Tampa Catholic High School.�
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