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Dear Leadership Friends,  
        
                                                          

�

June  2009 

 
 
 
 
   

 
 

   
 

                                                                                                                             

Jeff Joyner ‘05 
                                                                                                                                                                                            President 
A new program year is already upon us. I am honored to serve as President of Leadership Pinellas. It seems like only yesterday I 
was attending the recruiting socials with hopes of being accepted into what would become the class of 2005. I know some of you 
are probably asking yourself who I had to bribe to become President. I can only assure the list is not only long, but distinguished!  
 
All kidding aside, I would like to thank all those individuals who participated this past year. The combined efforts of class 
members and alumni are what made the year such a success. I would specifically like to thank Chris Ruppel ’03 for his 
exceptional leadership and service as last year’s President.   
 
The coming year will again present opportunities for our program to either falter or flourish.  As always, the success is dependent 
upon the continued involvement of you, our Alumni!  If you have not been involved with Leadership Pinellas since you went 
through the program as a class member, I encourage you to reacquaint yourself with Leadership Pinellas.  
    
Brian St. Arnold ‘05 is our new Alumni Development Chair and is working hard to plan several events. For those of you who 
know Brian, you know he will make each event one in which you were glad you attended. Events will be announced in the 
Leader Reader and in some instances, invitations will be sent.    
 
Our program days are in the experienced hands of Art Shand ’00, who has again agreed to serve as Program Day Chair. Our 
Youth Leadership Program will be chaired by Odalys Lara ’94, who has already scheduled committee meetings to ensure the 
program will be a banner year.    
 
The annual banquet was again a great success. A shout out to Ed Halleran ‘03, who for the third year planned the event. Thanks 
Ed! There were many memorable moments during the evening, but one of the highlights was the presentation of the Deborah 
Vincent Distinguished Alumni Leadership Award. The recipient of the award was the Honorable Jack St. Arnold ’91.  Judge 
St. Arnold has worked with many different community organizations and has often volunteered his time to support the mission of 
Leadership Pinellas.  He is truly a leader in our community and within our organization. 
 
I look forward to a great year.  
 
Yours in service, 
 
 
Jeff Joyner ‘05  
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PREPARING LEADERS FOR TOMORROW 
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Please submit information on “Members on the Move” to 
judy@leadershippinellas.com  by June 27, 2009 to be 
included in the March Issue of the Leader Reader.  Photos are 
welcome.  Include a .jpg or .pdf  file of your photo for 
inclusion 
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We would like to make this a monthly feature of 
our Leader Reader as space permits.  So, if you 
have a suggestion for a future issue,  please submit 
it to  Judy Mullican, Executive Director, 
judy@leadershippinellas.com or mail it to  
Leadership Pinellas, P. O. Box 5986, Clearwater, 
FL 33758-5986. Deadline for the next issue is June  
27, 2009. 
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************************************** 
Please keep checking the events on our 
Website:  www.leadershippinellas.com 

For any updated info on our planned events. 
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August 21-22, 2009……………...Opening Retreat 
September 09, 2009………….…..Human Services 
October 14, 2009…………………...Arts / Culture 
November 11, 2009…..……Business /Technology 
December 09, 2009………..…Government /Media 
January 13, 2010………..…………..…..Education 
February 10, 2010…………………………..Health 
March 21-23, 2010………….……Tallahassee Trip 
April 14, 2010 …………………….Criminal Justice 
May 12, 2010……….Environment / Infrastructure 
May 15, 2010………………………….Graduation 
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2008-2009 DEBORAH VINCENT DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD 
WINNER 

 
JUDGE JACK ST. ARNOLD ‘91 

 

 
 
 

RE:  Deborah Vincent Distinguished Alumni of the Year Award 
Nominee:  Jack St. Arnold 
 
Dear Committee: 
 
It is with a full heart that I nominate Jack St. Arnold for this year’s Deborah Vincent Distinguished Alumni of the Year 
Award.  Jack St. Arnold exemplifies the mission of Leadership Pinellas in all that he does.  His service to our community 
spans over 30 years and includes various awards and honors as more fully described on the attached resume’.   
 
Jack has exemplified leadership for over three decades.  He proved it in the City of Dunedin, in his completion of not only 
Leadership Pinellas, but Leadership Tampa Bay and Leadership Florida.  He demonstrated it in his involvement with our 
local hospital foundation, police departments and schools, in his national exposure with the National leadership Council 
and National League of Cities, and in his commitment to his profession through numerous Board of Director 
appointments not only with the Clearwater Bar Association, but with various Florida Bar oversight committees.  He has 
shown leadership in his passion for piloting aircrafts and its translation into service for the Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary 
and the For Haiti with Love organization.  Finally, he is once again a leader in his current position as a Circuit Court 
Judge.  Jack St. Arnold’s commitment to our community is far reaching. 
 
However, the reason for my nomination of Jack St. Arnold for this important award is really quite simpler than that.  It is 
because he exudes the Leadership Pinellas mission in all that he does.  This mission of Leadership Pinellas is to develop 
and enhance community leaders.  True leadership is best exemplified by leaders challenging other leaders to greatness.  
He does this when least expected.  A phone call from Jack inviting you to lunch is his calling card.  That is when he does 
his best work.  His most famous question posed, which I am sure many of our members and other community leaders have 
been asked by Jack, is “Where do you see yourself in 2 years, 5 years, 10 years.”  He inspires greatness.  That is true 
leadership.  I am honored to know him. 
 
Additionally, Jack St. Arnold remains a great advocate for this organization by referring new candidates to the leadership 
Pinellas program each and every year. 
 
Thanks you for your consideration, 
Sincerely, 
Carol-Lynn Roman 
Leadership Pinellas Class of 2006 
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Hello All, 

 
           Environment and Infrastructure day was once again a huge success.  Many thanks to the committee: ���� 5����� 6)7���
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           Graduation is behind us and it was a wonderful evening.  See my open letter below to the Class of 2009.  The old 
Board of Directors was retired and those duties were passed to the new Board of Directors.  Be sure to check page 2 for the 
listing of the new 2009-2010 Board of Directors and the Class of 2010 Program Day dates.  The Deborah Vincent 
Distinguished Alumni Award was awarded to Judge Jack St. Arnold, ’91 .  Please see page 3 for all the details.  
 

OPEN LETTER TO THE CLASS OF 2009 
 

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2009 a/k/a LEADERSHIP PINELLAS ALUMNI! 
 
           Saturday, May 16th, was a very exciting evening for everyone and especially for me.  First and foremost, I have truly 
enjoyed spending this past year with all of you.  You have shown so much energy and enthusiasm that it is absolutely 
contagious.  You are what Leadership Pinellas is all about. 
 
           Secondly, I want to thank each of you for being so sweet at graduation.  There is no way you could have known that 
my favorite flower is the coral rose.  What a beautiful bouquet.  And the Michael’s gift card is like giving chocolate to a choco-
holic.  I’m into crocheting and beading big time.  It’s how I relax. 
 
           I apologize for not grabbing the microphone from Jessica, but I was totally speechless.  I said you were “fun” and I 
meant that in the sincerest of terms.  I want to thank you all for making what I do “fun”.  Where else can your work bring you 
in contact with such fabulous people.  I truly enjoy what I do and I really have no other term for it except to say that I have 
“fun” while doing my job. 
 
           Congratulations again and the best of luck in your future endeavors!! 

 
 
 

�
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Introducing the Graduating Leadership Pinellas Class of 2009 
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Excuse me!  But would someone push the rewind button?  Wasn’t I just writing my first newsletter in 

August?  Collectively, we were all just getting used to each other’s quirks, isms and schticks!  And now we’re graduates - 
Say it ain’t so!  We (still) have so much to learn - from each other and about our environment.  I guess that’s why it is 
apropos our FINAL PROGRAM DAY carries the theme of environment and infrastructure.  It’s up to us to take care of our 
areas and keep the positive momentum flowing.  Lead by example - hmmm! 
I will apologize in advance to all of our illustrious E&I Program coordinators.  I have so much to report on the overall 
Leadership Pinellas Experience, and I have a feeling I won’t properly give credit to the wonderful day you prepared for our 
class.  
 
The day started out like any other - lot’s of smiles, laughs, people on their iphones and blackberries, and  EVERYONE 
expressing the following sentiment:  I CANNOT BELIEVE THIS IS OUR LAST PROGRAM DAY!  We all loaded aboard 
our faithful Escot chariot.  By now, everyone has their chosen seat locations on the bus.  A quick glance at the day’s Agenda 
and we knew this would be a special day: 
 
Stop 1 was taking us to the county’s South Cross Bayou Water Reclamation Facility; Stop 2 was a trip to the Solid Waste 
landfill; Stop 3 took us to one of our hidden jewels - Wheedon Island Preserve; and our final destination gave us a reality 
check:  It was the Emergency Operations Center addressing the (what if) scenarios that all municipalities need to have in 
place. 
 
The speakers were wonderful, and the information being shared was valuable.  And the impact?  Well, I don’t know about my 
cohorts, but - Folks, please stop dumping grease down your drains and garbage disposals; Oh yeah, I still haven’t eaten corn; 
I’ve purchased all Publix canvas totes (if I can only remember to put them in my car when I’m done - I have 13 now); 
Wheedon Island is my new favorite getaway to just enjoy the zen of the moment, and let all stresses melt away; And yes, I 
am confident that with so many agency’s represented at EOC, when there is an emergency impacting our area, they have 
exhausted all measures to ensure public safety.   
 
As I stood on the top tier of the lookout tower at Wheedon Island, I began to take in the beauty and silence.  It was 
wonderful!  I just wanted to STOP time and relish in the moment.  I started remembering our retreat, and the questions (one 
in particular) that Judy Siracusa ’93 asked:  What makes Pinellas County so special?  If you’d like to know the answer, I will 
suggest you go to Wheedon Island, climb the stairs to the top level - and there you will receive the answer.  Okay, here’s a 
hint - It starts with a Y and ends with a U. 
 
Leadership Pinellas is such a life-enriching experience, and I wish I could share this journey with everyone I know.  Even 
though our country is experiencing unprecedented times - I have been reminded with each monthly program day that life goes 
on.  And, it is up to me to make the best of each day. 
 
For those of you who did not have the opportunity to go to Washington, DC - you missed a wonderful trip.  Our country, our 
counties, our towns and metropolitan cities have one thing in common:  Dedicated and compassionate individuals who work 
to preserve and honor our past, celebrate and protect the present and set the stage for our future generations to enjoy the 
freedoms that bless us in so many ways.    
     
In closing, I would like to share a heartfelt THANK YOU to Chris Ruppel ‘03, Art Shand ‘00, Judy Mullican, all the Program 
Day Coordinators, Leadership Pinellas Board members, fellow Alums who have supported us and my fellow Class of 2009 
comrades. 
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WINNING WAYS of Tampa Bay, Inc. 
  Judy Siracusa ‘95 

                            
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

RMF Care Management, Inc. 
Ruth Fanovich, RN, LHRM ‘05 

 

ROGER JOHNSON ‘08 

 

            
                              KRISTI CHEATHAM ‘02 
    

            
                                                                        

                                 
 
      ESCOT BUS LINES – BRIAN SCOTT ‘09 

 
 
 

PLEASE HELP US FILL THIS PAGE 
 

PLEASE CONTACT KATIE COLE AT:  Katiec@jpfirm.com   
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPONSORSHIP. 
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Belloise Realty - Cyndee Haydon ‘08                  

Bollenback & Forret, P.A., Michael Bollenback ‘83 
D-Mar General Contracting & Development, Andrew Caudell ‘08 & Doreen DiPolito ‘07 

Escot Bus Line – Brian Scott ‘09 
Hill, Ward & Henderson, PA - Mark Wall ‘08 

Homeworks Inspection Services Corporation - Georgetta Doyle ‘05 
The Nielsen Company - Karen Blackburn ‘06        

Perzel and Lara Forensic, CPA’s, We are not your Typical CPA’s! - 
(Odalys Lara ’94 & Pat Perzel-Geller ’93) 

Mark Roman Law Group - Carol-Lynn Roman ‘06 
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David Becker ‘99 
Donna Blazevic ‘09 

Pat Carlisle ‘09 
Charlie Dye ‘09 

Dr. William Layman ‘07 
Sydney Niewierski ’08 - �����
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�
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��
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Karen Skiratko ‘07 

Stephen Slaughter ‘08 
Mickie Thompson ‘02 

 
             

ALUMNI BOOSTERS 
 

Tracey Birch ‘07 
Emily Callaway ‘08 
Liza Carter ‘07   
Pam Corbino ‘93 
Scott Daniels ‘93 
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����
�	�����	���

Chester “Bud” Elias  ’01 
Advantage Group   
Jerry Fletcher ‘08 
Albert Gadomski ‘04 
Dianne Wheatley Giliotti ‘02 
Cyndie Goudeau ‘96 
Nancy Greenberg ‘05 
 

Kenneth ‘80/Lisa Hamilton ‘02    
Sally Lindberg ‘06 
Bruce Livingston ‘00 
Pat Marzulli ‘05 
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Timothy McMahon ‘05 
Michael Monahan  ‘06 
Donna Nettestad ‘00 
John Patrick ‘08 
Craig Phillips ‘07 
Mark Postma ‘08 
Nancy Ridenour  ‘98 
 
 

Steven Ross  ‘05 
Carmen Rowland ‘01  
Chris Ruppel ‘03 
Jeannie Shapiro ‘00 
Kinnear Smith ‘05 
Cris Snyder ‘97  
Tom Stathopoulos ‘06 
Stathopoulos Law Group 

Debbie Vass  ‘09 
Debbie White ‘95 
Linda S. Williams ‘93 
State Farm Ins. Agency 
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