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Dear Leadership Friends, 
                                                                   

February  2009 

 
 
 
 
   

 
 

   
 

                                                                                                                                                    Chris Ruppel ‘03 
                                                                                                                                                                                     President 

 
This is a very exciting month for Leadership Pinellas.  The main event for the month is this year’s class 
project: the “Band Together Benefit Concert” benefiting Homeless Emergency Project to be held on February 
28th at Gasoline Alley.  Please see the event flyer on page 5.  The event is shaping up to be the most 
successful class project ever, with an estimated fundraising potential of over $20,000, to benefit HEP.  We 
look forward to seeing you there!  For tickets to the event please contact: Bob Chiavacci - 
bchia1234@hotmail.com.  
 
The class is still soliciting silent auctions items for this event.  Please see Judy’s letter on page 4 for details. 
 
Hopefully you have sent back your interest indictor for next year but if you haven’t yet the deadline is Friday 
February 13th .  We have had a great response so far and look forward to hearing how you would like to get 
involved in Leadership Pinellas next year! 
 
The 2009 Deborah Vincent Distinguished Alumni of the Year Award nominations must be received by mail or 
email no later than April 10, 2009.  Please take the opportunity to honor someone you recognize as a 
distinguished leader in our community by nominating them for this award. 
 
Please look for an email, coming this month, detailing the Washington D.C. trip to take place in May.  The 
reservations will be on a first to respond basis for the 47 available spots.  Karen Seel ’91 is planning another 
fantastic LP trip to the nation’s capital.  Don’t miss out on this great opportunity! 
 
You will receive the first recruitment letter for next year at the beginning of March.  Please start thinking of 
who you can share the Leadership Pinellas experience with and invite them to our recruitment socials in April.  
Our continued success in the community depends on your commitment to introduce Leadership Pinellas to 
leaders in our community. 
 
Thank you for your continued commitment to Leadership Pinellas. 

 
 
    

Yours truly 
 
Chris Ruppel ‘03 
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P. O. Box 5986 
Clearwater, FL 33758-5986 
(727) 585-8889 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PREPARING LEADERS FOR TOMORROW 
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Please submit information on “Members on the Move” to 
judy@leadershippinellas.com  by February 25, 2009 to be 
included in the March Issue of the Leader Reader.  Photos are 
welcome.  Include a .jpg or .pdf  file of your photo for 
inclusion 
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We would like to make this a monthly feature of 
our Leader Reader as space permits.  So, if you 
have a suggestion for a future issue,  please submit 
it to  Judy Mullican, Executive Director, 
judy@leadershippinellas.com or mail it to  
Leadership Pinellas, P. O. Box 5986, Clearwater, 
FL 33758-5986. Deadline for the next issue is 
February 25, 2009. $�!�
�	�������,�-�(�

Again, a huge Leadership Pinellas thank you goes out to ����	
2�����
�	6�7		8!����9	:	����	"���&��	6�7:	����#	;�� �����	6�$:	
��#��	�������	6�7:	)�&���	�������	6�7:	����	1�����	 6�7:	��� 	
George Koder ’06 for all their hard work and efforts in 
making Education  Day a huge success! 

 
And a very special thank you goes out to PTEC for sponsoring 
breakfast; Publix  for sponsoring lunch; and Craig Phillips ‘07  
and the committee for sponsoring the drinks and snacks on 
Education Day. 

************************************** 
Please keep checking the events on our 
Website:  www.leadershippinellas.com 

For any updated info on our planned events. 
 

#.�/.$���$-�!0�1�231 �
 
August 22-23, 2008……………...Opening Retreat 
September 10, 2008………….…..Human Services 
October 08, 2008…………………...Arts / Culture 
November 12, 2008…..……Business /Technology 
December 10, 2008………..…Government /Media 
January 14, 2009………..…………..…..Education 
February 11, 2009…………………………..Health 
March 22-24, 2009………….……Tallahassee Trip 
April 8, 2009 …………………….Criminal Justice 
May 13, 2009……….Environment / Infrastructure 
May 16, 2009………………………….Graduation 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
                                                                        Page 
  President’s Message      1 

  Program Day Schedule                  2 

  Special Thank You                                         2 

   Misc. Information/Dates                               2 

   Board of Directors                                        2 

   In This Issue                                                  2 

   Spotlight of the Month                                  3                

   From the Desk of                                          4 

  Class of 2009 Class Project Event                 5 

   Education Day                                               6-7 

   Our Corporate Sponsors                                8 

    Our Alumni Sponsors                                   9  

    Members on the Move                                  10   
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Make a difference in your life and those around you  by volunteering. 

The YMCA of the Suncoast serves more than 100,000 members and program participants. The YMCA is the largest 
provider of school-age childcare in Pinellas County serving more than 2,500 children daily in over 30 locations with before 
and after school care. YMCA programs are tools for building the values of caring, honesty, respect and responsibility. One 
of these programs, the YMCA READS! Program, is dependant on volunteer mentors. Children in the READS! Program 
are referred by their teaches because they are struggling and may be held back.  This program mentors and builds 
confidence for the children.  

Y READS! Program Details 

·  Located at Belleair Elementary School in Clearwater 

·  Monday – Thursday, 2:00-5:00 p.m.  

·  Sessions are in 1 hours intervals  

·  Currently 45 students enrolled  

·  Need a 1:2 ratio of volunteers to students and currently at 1:4 ratio  

·  Commitment can be as big or little as you want 

The response from parents of children in the program is positive. “ This program has been very helpful…for my child” 
states one happy parent.  Another said her child “definitely … has more confidence and reads faster”.   

These children need your help. 

Make a difference in your life and those around you  by volunteering.  To help a child or make a differ ence with 
other opportunities call Ty Vold at 727 467-9622 or  email tvold@suncoastymca.org  for more information.  Other 
opportunities are available in Clearwater, Largo, a nd Palm Harbor. � 
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 From the Desk of:                                                                                                  ��������
��������������������	
� ,  
                         Executive Director                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

     
Well, Super Bowl 43 is behind us.  I hope your team won and if they didn’t the Cardinals certainly made it one of the most 
entertaining games in a long time.  They were a worthy opponent.   
 
Education Day was awesome! Committee members Lisa Shadroui ’08  (chair) , Rene Weidman ’08, Crai g Phillips ’07, 
Roger Johnson ’08, Dimity Carlson ’08, Lynn Kiehne ’08, and George Koder ’06  are to be commended on a job well 
done.  It appeared that Academy Prep and the Criminal Justice Academy were the highlights of the day according to the 
evaluations I received.  Health Day is up next and it appears that the committee has set up a very interesting day. 
 
There is still time to send in your nomination for the 2009 Deborah Vincent Distinguished Alumni of the Year Award.  
Nominations must be received by mail or email no la ter than April 10, 2009 .   
 
Prior recipients have been: 
 
1997 Sally Parks ’82                  2001 Deborah Vincent ’90      2005 Ken Waters ‘81 
1998 Kathy Rabon ’90               2002 Holly Duncan ’84           2006 Linda Williams ‘93 
1999 Alan Bomstein ’82             2003 Debbie White ’85          2007 Judy Mitchell ‘91 
2000 Karen Seel ’91                  2004 Paul Kaslander ’81        2008 Jim Watrous ‘83 
 
Just a reminder that the Class of 2009 Class project  concert benefitting HEP is being held on February 28th, 2009.  Be sure 
to check page 5 for all the details.  Also, there will be a silent auction at the benefit.  If you have items for the auction (see list 
below), please contact Stephanie Martin’09  - smartin@lbrllc.com or Jessica Petot ’09 -  petotj@allkids.org and for tickets 
Bob Chiavacci - bchia1234@hotmail.com.  All funds collected will benefit HEP and any checks should be made payable to 
Homeless Emergency Project.  Let’s all try to help make this event a huge success! 
 

·  Use of vacation homes/timeshares   �      Attraction tickets  
·  Hotel stays      �      Wine baskets  
·  Sports tickets      �      Liquor baskets  
·  Sports memorabilia     �      Fishing trips  
·  Restaurant Gift Certificates    �      Jewelry  
·  Spa gift certificates  

 
 

DROP OFF LOCATIONS 
 
Lewis Birch & Ricardo, LLC 
1401 Court Street 
Clearwater, FL 33756 
Please ask for Stephanie Martin  ‘09 (cell is 727-916-0007) or Linda, the receptionist, and tell her what it is for.  She 
knows that items are going to be dropped off at the office and starting Monday, Jan 19th, she will have a signature sheet, 
so Stephanie knows who dropped off what. 
 
The Hospiace of the Florida Suncoast  
Pallative Arts Bldg. 302 
5771 Roosevelt Blvd. 
Clearwater, FL 33760 

Attention  Brenda Stewart ’09 .  For Brenda, its best to call her in advance.  Her cell is 727-692-3638.  If you can't reach 
her, donations can be brought to the Welcome Center and just tell them that it is for Brenda Stewart at Pallative Arts.  For 
tickets to the event please contact: Bob Chiavacci’s - bchia1234@hotmail.com. 

  
PLEASE HAVE ALL DONATIONS TO US NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 18 th.  THANK YOU!!!!  

 
�

���
���
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PTEC 
 

       
 

 
ACADEMY PREP 

 

       
 
                       BELCHER ELEMENTARY                                CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACADEMY 
 

               
 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACADEMY 
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PLATINUM SPONSORS 
                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
      

    
                   

 
 
 
 

WINNING WAYS of Tampa Bay, Inc. 
  Judy Siracusa ‘95 

                            
 
 

GOLD SPONSOR 
 

RMF Care Management, Inc. 
Ruth Fanovich, RN, LHRM ‘05 

 
 
 
 

                                                                        
SILVER SPONSORS 

 

ROGER JOHNSON ‘08 

 

            
                               

            
PLEASE HELP US FILL THIS PAGE 

 
 
 

PLEASE CONTACT KATIE COLE AT:  Katiec@jpfirm.com   
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPONSORSHIP. 
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ALUMNI GOLD BOOSTERS 

 
Bollenback & Forret, P.A., Michael Bollenback 

 

Belloise Realty - Cyndee Haydon                       
 

D-Mar General Contracting & Development, Andrew Caudell & Doreen DiPolito 
 

Homeworks Inspection Services Corporation - Georgetta Doyle 
 

Hill, Ward & Henderson, PA - Mark Wall 
 

The Nielsen Company - Karen Blackburn        
 

Mark Roman Law Group - Carol-Lynn Roman  
 

Perzel-Lara  
Perzel and Lara Forensic, CPA’s 
We are not your Typical CPA’s! 

 
Karen Skiratko 

 

Stephen Slaughter 

             
ALUMNI BOOSTERS 

 

Dr. David Becker    
Tracey Birch 
Emily Callaway 
Liza Carter   
Pam Corbino 
Scott Daniels 
����������	
����
�	�����	���

Chester “Bud” Elias 
Advantage Group   
Jerry Fletcher 
Albert Gadomski 
Cyndie Goudeau 

Kenneth/Lisa Hamilton    

Dr. William Layman 
Sally Lindberg 
Pat Marzulli  
����������
���
	���
	���

Timothy McMahon 
Michael Monahan  
Donna Nettestad 
John Patrick 
Craig Phillips 
Mark Postma 
Nancy Ridenour   

Steven Ross   
Carmen Rowland  
Chris Ruppel 
Jeannie Shapiro 
Kinnear Smith 
Cris Snyder   
Tom Stathopoulos 
Stathopoulos Law Group   
Lauralee G. Westine 
�	��	������������
�������  �� 

Linda S. Williams 
State Farm Ins. Agency   
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���7�:�7��9� has been appointed by Morton Plant Mease to 
serve a three-year term on the BayCare Health System Board. 
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Our deepest sympathies are with Cyndie Goudeau ’96  whose sister passed away in December��
�

�
Our deepest sympathies are with the family of Cheryl Smith-Khan ’05  who passed away Monday, February 2, 
2009.  Donations can be made to the Susan G. Komen Foundation and the American Heart Association. 
 
 
 
 
 
THE DEADLINE FOR RECEIVING THE INTEREST INDICATORS FOR NEXT YEAR HAS BEEN EXTENDED 
TO FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2009.  IF YOU HAVE NOT SENT YOURS IN, PLEASE DO SO AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE SO THAT THE FINAL TALLY CAN BE DONE.  THANKS,  JUDY 


