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Dear Leadership Friends, 
        
                                                          

April  2009 

 
 
 
 
   

 
 

   
 

                                                                                                                                                    Chris Ruppel ‘03 
                                                                                                                                                                                     President 

 
This month’s Leader Reader is full of updates and information on last month’s events and our exciting 
upcoming events.   
 
You should have received a recruitment letter with “business cards” for distribution to those individuals 
that you want to introduce to the Leadership Pinellas experience.  The recruitment socials are scheduled 
for April 14 th from 5:30-7:30 p.m. and April 28 th from 7:30-9:00 a.m .  Our continued success in the 
community depends on your commitment to introduce Leadership Pinellas to leaders in our community. 
 
This year’s class had a fantastic trip to Tallahassee.  The committee members, Cyndie Goudeau ‘ 96, 
Art Shand ’00, Sally Parks ’82, Margaret Martin ‘04  and Mike Monahan ’06, did a great job of 
planning the events and speakers for the class to learn about the current issues facing the State of 
Florida.  
 
On April 19th from 5-7 p.m. the LP Class of 2009 will make a Presentation of Funds, raised during of 
their Band Together Event last month, to HEP.  Please come out and support the Class.  The event 
details are on page 7. 
 
Please thank Jack Geller ’05 , Karen Skiratko ’07 , Barbara Hubbard ’08 , Sallie Parks ’82 , and Odalys 
Lara ’94 for spending time reviewing your interest indicators and nominating the board for next year.  
Be sure to send in your ballot for the ’09-’10 Slate of Officers if you have not already.  The slate is 
included on pages 11-12 of the Leader Reader in addition to the copy mailed to the Alumni. 
 
The annual LP trip to Washington D.C. is scheduled from May 6th to the 8th.  Karen Seel ’91 has 
planned another exciting LP trip to the nation’s capital.  We have a few spots left for Leadership alumni 
and spouses so don’t miss out on this great opportunity.  Email Karen or Judy if you would like to 
participate! 
 
Remember to return your dues payment and updated personal information to ensure that you are 
included in the online and printed directory. 

  
Yours truly, 
Chris Ruppel ‘03 
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P. O. Box 5986 
Clearwater, FL 33758-5986 
(727) 585-8889 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PREPARING LEADERS FOR TOMORROW 
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Please submit information on “Members on the Move” to 
judy@leadershippinellas.com  by April 27, 2009 to be 
included in the March Issue of the Leader Reader.  Photos are 
welcome.  Include a .jpg or .pdf  file of your photo for 
inclusion 
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We would like to make this a monthly feature of 
our Leader Reader as space permits.  So, if you 
have a suggestion for a future issue,  please submit 
it to  Judy Mullican, Executive Director, 
judy@leadershippinellas.com or mail it to  
Leadership Pinellas, P. O. Box 5986, Clearwater, 
FL 33758-5986. Deadline for the next issue is April  
27, 2009. 
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Again, a huge Leadership Pinellas thank you goes out to 
Cyndie Goudeau ‘96, Art Shand ’00, Sally Parks ’82, Margaret 
Martin ‘04 and Mike Monahan ’06  for all their hard work and 
efforts in making the Tallahassee trip a huge success! 
 
And a very special thank you goes out to Art Shand ’00 and 
Mike Monahan ‘06 	 for sponsoring the drinks and snacks on 
the Tallahassee trip. 
 
I would like to give a special nod to Katie Cole’s ’01  assistant 
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************************************** 
Please keep checking the events on our 
Website:  www.leadershippinellas.com 

For any updated info on our planned events. 
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August 22-23, 2008……………...Opening Retreat 
September 10, 2008………….…..Human Services 
October 08, 2008…………………...Arts / Culture 
November 12, 2008…..……Business /Technology 
December 10, 2008………..…Government /Media 
January 14, 2009………..…………..…..Education 
February 11, 2009…………………………..Health 
March 22-24, 2009………….……Tallahassee Trip 
April 8, 2009 …………………….Criminal Justice 
May 13, 2009……….Environment / Infrastructure 
May 16, 2009………………………….Graduation 
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"THE HOPE CHEST" 
  

 
 

 
We are writing to ask for your support of a very important project known as "THE HOPE CHEST",  which is located in the 
Pinellas Criminal Justice Center on 49th Street North.  The need for The Hope Chest is a heartbreaking reality.  Each 
year, children ages 12 to 18 years old are placed IMMEDIATELY into foster-care following a court hearing for child abuse 
or neglect.  Unable to go home, these children are in need of clothing and other personal items to take with them to their 
foster-care setting. 
  
"The Hope Chest" was founded several months ago after Bob Dillinger, who is the head of the Public Defender's (PD) 
Office and his wife, Kay saw the growing need to coordinate and implement this project.  Kay and the staff within the PD 
Office have turned one of the rooms into a beautiful place for the teens to select clothing, and other needed items, to take 
with them to a foster or group home.  ASK YOURSELF: how would YOU feel if you were that young person?  These are 
innocent kids who have had to leave their home, family and belongings on a moment's notice.  Below is a "wish list" and 
related information. 
  
"WISH LIST": 
 

-A financial donation to the "Beth Dillinger Foundation" and earmarked for "The Hope Chest".  This is a non-profit 
501(c)(3) foundation and your contribution is a tax  deduction.  The money will be used to pay for shoes, socks, 
undergarments, clothing and    any other necessary items. 
 

                   ADDRESS: Beth Dillinger Foundation 
             P.O. Box 48533 

 St. Petersburg,Fl 33743 
 
        -"Gently used" clothing for children ages 12-18, both boys and girls. 
        -Toiletries:  toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, feminine hygiene products, etc.. 
         Bring home and donate those free items that are in the bathroom of your hotel room. 
        -Towels and bedding. 
        -Sport bags, backpacks, toiletry bags and large plastic bags. 
        -Books and games that are age-appropriate. 
  
CONTACT INFORMATION: 
        E-mail us at zucelhane@aol.com and we will pick up all donated items at your home. 
  
Your immediate and continuing support is needed and appreciated.  Please forward this e-mail to your friends, 
synagogue, church, business contacts, school and other organizations so that they can get involved, too.  Thank you for 
taking the time to learn about this project.  We hope that you will join us in supporting this very worthy cause! 
  
With best regards, 
Helaine and Zunya 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
 

!��
��
�4
�5�	�	�*�6(
������
-�( �



 Leadership Pinellas Leader Reader P a g e | - 4 - April  2009 
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��������������������	
� ,  
                         Executive Director                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

     
Hello All, 

The Class of 2009 has just completed the Tallahassee trip and from what I’ve heard, it was absolutely fantastic.  The 
evaluations were very positive and there were many thank yous going to the committee for organizing should an 
awesome and informative trip.  The  committee members, Cyndie Goudeau ‘ 96, Art Shand ’00, Sally Parks ’82, 
Margaret Martin ‘04 and Mike Monahan ’06, really went the extra mile in scheduling and planning this very special 
trip.   

 

Be sure to check out page 7 for all the details on the April 19th, Class of 2009 Presentation of Funds to HEP as a result of 
their Band Together Event last month.  They really did a phenomenal job.  So let’s all try to come out and support them 
as they present a very large check to HEP. 

 

Be sure to watch your mailboxes for the Dues Invoices and Proposed Slate for 2009-2010.  Try to fill them out and send 
back to me as soon as you can.  We will again be offering you the opportunity to purchase a printed directory if you so 
desire.  Some people prefer the online method, but some like to have the booklet form.  You will be given this option for 
a nominal fee on the dues invoice form.  I will be wanting your updated information showing any changes like email 
addresses, phone numbers or if you have moved in the past year so that I can give this updated information to the 
printers.  We hope to have them ready to hand out at the Retreat Social this year.  I would also like to add a special thank 
you to Katie Cole’s ’01 assistant Robyn Moehring for her help in copying the Membership Dues Invoices and the 
Sponsorship forms, and, also, to Ed Halleran’s ’03 assistant Fran � itzgerald� for setting up the postage meter and 
allowing me and all my boxes to crowd her office while I put postage on my recent mailers. 

�

You are able to pay your dues and sponsorships online.  Just log onto our website:  www.leadershippinellas.com and 
click on “Calendar of Events”.  Once there, scroll down the list of options for the type of membership renewal and/or 
sponsorship you wish to use.  It’s a lengthy list since each has to be shown individually to correctly credit your desired 
option.  If you have any problems, please feel free to email me at judy@leadershippinellas.com and I will be glad to help 
you. 

 

There is still time to send in your RSVPs for the upcoming Recruitment Socials on April 14th @ 5:30 to 7:30 P.M. and 
April 28th @ 7:30 to 9:00 AM.  Both are held at Ruth Eckerd Hall, Margarete Heye Great Room, 1111 McMullen Booth 
Road, Clearwater.  We need your help recruiting new members.  So please make an attempt to sponsor someone and try 
to attend one or both of the socials. 

 

Graduation is fast approaching and the invitations were mailed out this week.  So watch for that in your mailboxes.  
Check page 13 for details. 

 

�
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                     Leadership class of 2009  Tallahassee trip 
                     Wow! What an exciting time was had by all.  
 
Starting with the great bus ride. The class chatted it up and was gung ho by the time they arrived  
at Hotel Cabot Lodge! 
 

Tallahassee could not have been prettier. The dogwoods and azaleas were in FULL bloom.  Thanks to  Julie Ward 
Bujalski’09,Vice Mayor of City of Dunedin for taking us to One O One for dinner. It was very accommodating and the 
tapas was (were?) fabulous.  Monday morning came early and off we went to meet Steve Seibert, Vice President of Public 
Policy for the State of Florida.  He set the tone immediately that the budget was the highest  priority for this session.  
 
We then met  Peter Dunbar -  a top lobbyist.  He explained  that first and foremost, lobbyists must be adept at the art of 
persuasion, which is the mainstay of their job. They must figure out how to sway politicians to vote on legislation in a way 
that favors the interest they represent. This means tailoring appeals to specific individuals as well as to group voting blocs. 
Lobbyists also occasionally lobby one another. When normally opposing groups find a common area of interest and can 
present a united front, they are extremely effective. Lobbying means actually meeting with congressmen and providing 
them with information pertinent to a bill being voted on. 
 
 Secretary of State Kurt Browning was next up.  He informed us that a major part of his job is to oversee the interpretation 
and guidance on the enforcement of election laws. Most registered voters know to make changes when they change their 
name or address. But updating their signature may not be on top of the mind. The signature on your absentee ballot must 
match the signature on your voter registration card. We learned that each supervisor of elections is required to make 
available daily separate electronic formatted reports that contain  a summary of the total number of voters who voted early 
and a list of the individual voters who voted during the early voting period.  We then heard from Lucy Morgan,  special 
assignment reporter and Pulitzer Prize winner with the St. Pete Times. She is incredibly interesting with a wit that is 
amazing. She is no one that you would want to have on your bad side! 
 
It was off to lunch and weather was perfect.  So outside we sat at Andrews, a Tallahassee favorite lunch spot.  The food 
was wonderful.  After lunch we met at the Cabinet room at the lower level of the Capitol.  Thanks to Art Shand ‘00 and 
Sallie Parks ‘82 for making it easy to navigate the Capitol.  We  would have needed a navigation system if it were not for 
them. They make it look easy and we can assure you it is not!  We then met John Thrasher,  former Speaker of the House, 
who touched on the budget and gambling .  We then met Commissioner Charles Bronson, from the Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer services.  He is a 5th generation Floridian and oversees 3,700 people in his department. He is a 
BIG man with a big job.  We next met Dr. Douglas Beach,  Secretary of the Department of Elder Affairs.   Then it was off 
to tour the Capitol Complex, where we were able to sit in the seats of both the House of Representatives and the Senate.  
We were able to faux vote and see the board light up with our votes.  There we were able to view the incredible  paintings 
of Christopher M Still,  brother of our own favorite artist, Todd Still ‘09.  A big Thanks to Peter Dunbar for sponsoring 
our dinner at the Governors Club, where we met even more members of the Pinellas County Legislative Delegation.  It 
 was an amazing experience. 
 
Tuesday came early and off we went.  We had the honor of being in the Supreme Court and meeting Supreme Court 
Justices and were able to ask questions.  Again, we walked to Andrews for our farewell lunch and back to the Cabinet 
Room where we met our distinguished Governor Charlie Crist.  Yes he is handsome and of course very tan!!  After taking 
numerous pictures, we toured the Old Capitol and then it was time to come home.   A big shout out to Art Shand’00, his 
lovely wife O’Dalys Lara ‘94 , Sallie Parks ‘82 who know everyone who is anyone , Mike Monahan ‘06, Chris 
Ruppel ‘03 and the program directors for making this an incredible trip with an incredible class.   We salute you and 
thank you for your time, energy and your love of Leadership. 

 
�
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CLASS OF 2009 CLASS PROJECT – “BAND TOGETHER” FOR H OMELESS EMERGENCY PROJECT PRESENTATION 
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Hello Alumni and Class of 2009 
 

WHAT:                You are all invited to attend the Presentation of Funds  
                              to HEP from the Leadership Pinellas Class of 2009  
                              Band Together Fundraising event. 
 
WHEN:                 Sunday, April 19, 2009 
 
TIME:                   5:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. 
 
LOCATION:        Dunedin Fine Arts Center 
                              1143 Michigan Blvd 
                              Dunedin, FL 34698 
                              (727) 298-3322 
 
ATTIRE:               Business Casual 
 
COST:                   There is no charge for this event, but please RSVP online  
                               or to Judy at judy@leadershippinellas.com  so that the 
                               planners have a head count for the food and beverages 
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PLATINUM SPONSORS 
                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
      

    
                   

 
 
 
 

WINNING WAYS of Tampa Bay, Inc. 
  Judy Siracusa ‘95 

                            
 
 

GOLD SPONSOR 
 

RMF Care Management, Inc. 
Ruth Fanovich, RN, LHRM ‘05 

 
 
 
 

                                                                        
SILVER SPONSORS 

 

ROGER JOHNSON ‘08 

 

            
                               

            
PLEASE HELP US FILL THIS PAGE 

 
 
 

PLEASE CONTACT KATIE COLE AT:  Katiec@jpfirm.com   
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPONSORSHIP. 
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ALUMNI GOLD BOOSTERS 

 
Dr. David Becker 
Donna Blazevic 

Bollenback & Forret, P.A., Michael Bollenback 
Belloise Realty - Cyndee Haydon  

Carlisle Fields & Company – Pat A. Carlisle                
D-Mar General Contracting & Development, Andrew Caudell & Doreen DiPolito 

Homeworks Inspection Services Corporation - Georgetta Doyle 
Hill, Ward & Henderson, PA - Mark Wall 
The Nielsen Company - Karen Blackburn  

Sydney Niewierski     
Mark Roman Law Group - Carol-Lynn Roman  

Perzel and Lara Forensic, CPA’s 
We are not your Typical CPA’s! 

Karen Skiratko 
Stephen Slaughter 
Micki Thompson 

 
 
 

             
ALUMNI BOOSTERS 

 

Dr. David Becker    
Tracey Birch 
Emily Callaway 
Liza Carter   
Pam Corbino 
Scott Daniels 
����������	
����
�	�����	���

Chester “Bud” Elias 
Advantage Group   
Jerry Fletcher 
Albert Gadomski 
Cyndie Goudeau 
Dianne Wheatley Giliotti 

Nancy Greenberg 
Kenneth/Lisa Hamilton    

Dr. William Layman 
Sally Lindberg 
Pat Marzulli  
����������
���
	���
	���

Timothy McMahon 
Michael Monahan  
Donna Nettestad 
John Patrick 
Craig Phillips 
Mark Postma 
Nancy Ridenour   

Steven Ross   
Carmen Rowland  
Chris Ruppel 
Jeannie Shapiro 
Kinnear Smith 
Cris Snyder   
Tom Stathopoulos 
Stathopoulos Law Group 

Debbie Vass   
Lauralee G. Westine 
�	��	������������
�������  �� 

Linda S. Williams 
State Farm Ins. Agency   
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            Proposed 2009-2010 Slate 
Officers and Directors 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Jeff Joyner, CFP is a relationship 
manager for Wachovia Wealth 
Management.  He has worked in the 
Clearwater area for the past 8 years. 
Jeff Received individual Bachelors 
degrees in Economics and Political 
Science from Florida State University. 
He currently serves as VP of the 
UPARC Foundation; Investment Committee Chair for 
UPARC Foundation; Chairman of the Administrative 
Council for his church. He has also served as 
Coordinator for Criminal Justice Day ’06 and was a 
member of the Board. He and his wife, Stephanie live in 
Odessa and are parents of 2-year-old Connor. 
 
9��������:4��!��		4�	5�������	���	
Ed Halleran is a resident of Dunedin 
and has lived in Pinellas County for 
many years. He is one of the principal 
owners of Nurses Choices located in 
Clearwater. Ed graduated Leadership 
Pinellas in 2003 and has been 
Planning Chair of the organization in 
2005 and 2006. Ed sits on the PAC Foundation Board of 
Ruth Eckerd Hall and he chairs the Saints and Sinners 
Ball for our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church. Ed has 
opened his house for many events of Leadership 
Pinellas and he has had his home featured in the Tour of 
Kitchens. When is not working, he is a community 
activist, philanthropist and world traveler. 
�
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Amanda is Director of Annual Giving 
with Morton Plant Mease Foundation 
and is responsible for raising a 
minimum of $1 million annually.  She 
manages three donor societies – 
Donald Roebling Society (750 
members), Arbor Vitae Society (375 members) and Skip 
Cline Young Leadership Society (225 members).  She 
has a BA degree in communications from the University 
of Toledo and is a member of the Rotary Club of 
Clearwater, Assn. of Fundraising Professionals, Assn. of 
Health Care Philanthropy and the SPCA of Pinellas 
County.   She has Continuing Education credits through 
the Association of Fundraising Professionals and 
Association of Health Care Philanthropy and Certified 
Fund Raising Executive – 2005. 
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Rich is a partner in H&A Consulting 
Partners LLC.  The firm provides board 
and management performance 
improvement and growth consulting to 
both large and small companies.  He has 
over 30 years in various leadership 
capacities in both large and small 
companies.  Rich was a member of the class of 2007 
and was involved in planning the Business and 
Technology day the last two years and served as 
Treasurer the past year.  Rich also serves as Board 
member for the Tampa Bay Technology Forum and is 
leading the Building Committee for his church.  He 
serves in and supports various other not for profits.  He 
and his wife, Laura, live in Oldsmar and have two 
married sons and two granddaughters. 
 
Board of Directors 
(Serving 2-year term) 

)
##��	������	��$	
Duggan is the President/CEO or Religious Community 
Services, Inc. His interest in social 
and community needs lead to his 
involvement with the Pinellas  
County Coalition for the Homeless, 
the Hispanic Leadership Council, 
and the Clearwater East Gateway 
Business & Neighbors Association. He is a graduate of 
the LP 2007 class and an active planner of the LP 
Human Services Day.  Duggan is an avid diver and 
enjoys recreational trips with family and friends to enjoy 
the sport. He resides in Clearwater. 
 
9��	(�����	���	
Pat is Chief Operating Officer for 
Family  Resources, Inc., where she 
has worked since 1992. She was 
elected Mayor of Largo in 2006, after 
serving as a City Commissioner for six 
years. She is a graduate of the LP 
class of 1990 and has worked on Human Services and 
Government and Media program days for several years.  
She represents the City of Largo on the Pinellas 
Planning Council, Homeless Leadership Network, the 
Florida League of Cities - Municipal Service Delivery 
Council, and the Health and Human Services 
Coordinating Council Administrative Forum. She lives in 
Largo with her husband, Eric. 
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A resident of Pinellas County for eleven 
years, Brenda is an independent 
accounting and beauty consultant!  Prior 
to being self-employed, Brenda worked in 
the healthcare industry as the CFO of a 
large hospital group in West Virginia and 
was CFO of a large conglomerate of coal 
mining companies in Virginia. She is a graduate of the 
LP Class of 2007 and has been coordinator for the 
Human Services Day for 2008 and 2009.  Brenda 
actively volunteers for the Homeless Emergency Project 
in Clearwater and currently serves as Treasurer of the 
Board of Directors.  She is very active in church activities 
for First Baptist Church of Indian Rocks of Largo, having 
served as a member of the Stewardship Committee and 
its Vice-Chair, and is currently serving as a member of 
the Missions Executive Committee and Team Leader for 
the Jerusalem projects.  Brenda is also a member of the 
Jr League of Clearwater-Dunedin, the SunCoast Chapter 
of Florida Institute of CPAs, and the Gulfcoast Chapter 
of the Florida Government Accounting Officers 
Association.  She is a Past Board Member of the 
American Institute of CPAs’ Board of Directors and Past 
President of the WV Society of CPAs. 
 
Board of Directors 
(Serving the remaining year of 2-year term) 
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A life-long Pinellas County resident, 
Georgetta is Vice-President of  
Homeworks Inspection Services and is 
a residential contractor. Prior to being 
self-employed, Georgetta worked in 
resource development for the community-builder United 
Way of Tampa Bay. She is a graduate of the LP Class of 
2005 and was a coordinator for Human Services Day, 
Program Day Co-Administrator and on Selection 
Committees for LP and Youth LP. Georgetta actively 
volunteers for the City of Dunedin Pipe Band.  She lives 
in Tarpon Springs with her husband Carl and 20-year old 
son, Calvin.  
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Michael J. Faehner, J.D., LL.M. (Tax), 
Esq. is with the law firm of Fisher & 
Sauls. He practices is the area of Wills, 
Trusts & Estates, Estate Planning, Tax, 
Business Law and Civil Litigation. His 
past experience includes being 
President of The Clearwater Bar 
Association, President of The Florida 
Bar Young Lawyers Division and as a 
member of the Florida Bar Board of Governors. Mike 
earned a Bachelors of Business Administration in 
Finance and a BA in History from the University of Notre 
Dame.  Michael graduated with multiple honors from 
Valparaiso University School of Law and obtained his 
LL.M. in taxation from the University of Florida.  He sits 
of the Board of Directors for the SPCA of Tampa Bay 
where he is a Vice President of the Board. He also is on 
the St. Anthony's Hospital Foundation Board. He 
presently volunteers on several committees for the 
Suncoast YMCA, Catholic Charities, the Hospice of the 
Florida Suncoast, Morton Plant Foundation, All 
Children’s Hospital and Academy Prep. He volunteers 
his time to give talks on assorted tax and charitable 
issues to the community.  In Michael’s spare time, he 
serves as an adjunct professor at St. Petersburg College 
in their four year Bachelor’s Paralegal Studies 
Program. He is presently on his second time serving as 
the President of the University of Notre Dame Club for 
the Greater Tampa Bay Area.  
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Nancy has lived in Clearwater since 
1959. She is a graduate of the 
University of Virginia and was a 
health care marketing and public 
relations director and consultant for 
most of her career. She is currently 
a full time community volunteer, 
serving on the Board of Leadership Pinellas , active at 
the Florida Holocaust Museum in St.Petersburg, and at 
Temple Ahavat Shalom in Palm Harbor. She has been a 
member of the Clearwater –Dunedin Junior League and 
the Berkeley Parents’ Club among many organizations 
and lives in Countryside with her husband, Will. 
Together they have four adult children 
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