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Dear Friends, 
 
This past month has been a whirlwind of excitement.   On March 20th at the Harborview Center internationally recognized 
motivational speaker and author Robert Stevenson spoke to an impressive-sized group of Alumni and prospective recruits. His topic, 
“Riding the Wave into the Future” was well received. The turn out was fantastic, and  we hope to have more of these types of 
events in the future.  
 
The Selection Committee for the Class of 2009 has been named as follows:  Selection Chair, Jack Geller ’05; Committee:  Nick 
Amaro ’08, Bruce Livingston ’00, Lisa Hamilton ’02, Judge Jack St. Arnold ’91, Debra Bebell ’04 and last but not least yours 
truly. 
 
Applications for the LP Class of 2009 are still being accepted. Please be sure to let any candidates know they can contact LP for an 
application at www.leadershippinellas.com or e-mail judy@leadershippinellas.com. 
 
Our first LP recruitment social  at Ruth Eckerd Hall is this coming Tuesday, April 8th from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., and on Tuesday, 
April 22nd from 8:00 to 9:30 a.m. we have our second recruitment social.  Be sure to RSVP at least 3 days before each and give us 
the name of your guest so we can respond to the Catering Department and have name tags prepared for your potential candidates. 
See information about the applications on page 6. Your involvement is of utmost importance to securing the very best candidates! 
 
Our annual trip to Tallahassee was incredible!   On Monday we heard from Pete Dunbar, Steve Seibert, Stepanie Kopelousos, 
Kurt Browning, Charles Bronson, Bill McCollum and Lucy Morgan (special Correspondent, St. Petersburg Times) from whom we 
received an invitation to the Capitol Press Corp Skits later that evening.  We also met with Governor Charlie Crist and had group 
photos taken.  We later met with Senator Dennis Jones who was very informative by allowing us to do a mock bill proposal and 
actually vote on it from our respective chairs on the Senate floor and view our votes on the tally board.  We also viewed the 
incredible art of Christopher Still decorating the walls of the House of Representatives thanks to  Representative Ed Hooper ’98. 
 
The ride up and back on the bus gave the Class of 2008 another opportunity to bond.  Bob Batz ’08 and Nick Amaro ’08 dubbed 
them “Club LP”.  What a great group.  They even brought their own coolers, snacks, etc.  The day coordinators, Cyndie Goudeau 
‘96, Chair; Sallie Parks ‘82; Art Shand ’00, Mike Monahan ’06,  and Mayor Frank Hibbard ’00 are to be commended for 
putting together such an amazing and informative experience.  
 
It is not too early to think about the Class of 2008 Graduation and Annual Meeting.  Invitations will be going out in the mail 
shortly.  So mark your calendars for Friday, May 16th, 2008, 6:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.  The charge is $35 per person for Alumni and 
guests.  As always, there is no charge for the Class of 2008 when they RSVP.  Judy will be accepting RSVP’s at 
judy@leadershippinellas.com.   
  
Looking forward to seeing you all at these events. 
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PLATINUM SPONSOR 

                               
 

 
   

        WINNING WAYS of Tampa Bay, Inc. 
                                                                                                                                                       Judy Siracusa 
 
                            

 
GOLD SPONSOR 

           
  

 
                 
 
                  
           

Perzel and Lara Forensic, CPA’s 
We are not your Typical CPA’s! 

                                                                     
SILVER SPONSOR 

          Chris & Christine Ruppel      

                               
      Stathopoulos Law Group, PA 

       
ALUMNI BOOSTER 

          .            

     Cobblestone Court, Inc.        

    Melissa Allen        

  

Bruce Livingston Sally Lindberg & Associates Lauralee G. Westine The Briggs Financial Planning Group   

          Of Raymond James & Associates, Inc.    
Jean R. Shapiro  Jonathan Wade  Scott & Marcy Daniels                                                                                                                             

      Coldwell Banker Real Estate   Linda S. Williams 

A Spiritual Change, Inc.                                                                                    State Farm Ins Agency
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Tallahassee Trip, March 16, 17 & 18, 2008 
By Cyndee Haydon, Class Reporter 

�
�
�
 
On the ride back I couldn’t help but think that this trip was the perfect metaphor for our Leadership Pinellas 
experience this year. It was educational and informative as much as it was fun and provided another unique 
opportunity to form deeper friendships with our diverse yet cohesive classmates and other Leadership Pinellas 
members. As we all know “what happens in Tallahassee stays in Tallahassee” but here are the highlights…           
 
Monday morning, we heard presentations and updates from a broad range of experts in Tallahassee. These 
included Pete Dunbar (lobbyist representing Pinellas County and the City of Clearwater), Steve Seibert 
(Executive Director of the Governor’s Century Commission for a Sustainable Florida), Stephanie Kopelousos 
(Secretary of Transportation), Kurt Browning (Secretary of State), and Lucy Morgan (Special Correspondent, 
St. Petersburg Times) who invited us to the Capitol Press Corp Skits.  
 
After lunch we met in the Cabinet Room and got to hear from Charles Bronson (Commissioner of Agriculture) 
on a variety of interesting topics from Florida’s ethanol energy progress to pythons in the Everglades. Then we 
heard from Bill McCollum (Attorney General), who discussed projects they are working on from recent cell 
phone lawsuit they won to targeting internet photos of children. We were also excited to have Governor Charlie 
Crist meet with us and discuss his hot buttons and luckily we had a group photo with him first since as he was 
talking the fire alarm unexpectedly went off.     
 
Our next stop was with Senator Dennis Jones, who welcomed us and shared how things work in The Florida 
Senate (District 13) and even had us do a mock bill proposal regarding, you guess it - property taxes. Art 
Shand (’00 ) then led a tour through the Old Capitol building and then we went up to the (the 22nd floor) of the 
new Capitol building to see the spectacular views of the city and attend a Moffitt Cancer Center reception.  
 
Dinner was a short walk to Governor’s Club hosted by members of the Pinellas County Legislative Delegation 
and then we were off to the 53rd annual Capitol Press Corp Skits being held at The Moon where many of the 
people we’d met that day made for good jokes, especially the “People’s Governor” – it was the perfect ending 
to a great day.   
 
Tuesday morning Representative Ed Hooper (District 50) had arranged a special treat to allow us to visit the 
House of Representatives and we also got to see the amazing murals that capture Florida’s rich history. They 
are simply breathtaking. Our class visited Christopher Still in his studio earlier this year so these were even 
more meaningful to us.      
 
Then we had a chance to visit our legislators and observe committee meetings until our session at the 
Supreme Court. Justice Quince, the next Supreme Court Justice, was kind enough to meet with us and even 
took time to pose for group photos. She gave us an overview of the role of the Supreme Court and then we got 
to tour of the courthouse. 
 
Then it was back on the bus and home to Pinellas County. It was a fabulous trip and none of it would have 
been possible without the hard work of the organizers of this trip: Cyndie Goudeau ‘96 , Art Shand ’00 , Mike 
Monahan ‘06 , Sallie Parks ’82, Mayor Frank Hibbard ‘00 and Odalys Lara ’94 for a terrific experience in 
Tallahassee. Next up: Criminal Justice Day! 
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Agency Description & History 
GULFCOAST LEGAL SERVICES, INC. 

 

  Gulfcoast Legal Services provides free legal services in civil matters for economically disadvantaged 

people who have no other means to hire a private attorney.  Eligible clients generally have an income of less 

than 125% of federal poverty guidelines. 

 
  Gulfcoast Legal Services (GLS) was chartered in Pinellas County in 1978 and began serving clients the 
following year in two locations, Clearwater and the home office in St. Petersburg.  In 1981 services were 
extended to Manatee and Sarasota Counties from program offices in Bradenton and Sarasota.   A new branch 
office opened in Tampa in October 2006 to assist immigrant victims of domestic violence. Each office is staffed 
by experienced attorneys, paralegals and support staff who provide legal services for eligible clients ranging 
from consultation and advice to full representation in court or before administrative agencies.  Services are 
provided at no cost to the client.  GLS is the only full-service legal aid organization in its three county service 
area. 
 
  Civil cases include but are not limited to matters concerning housing, consumers, immigration, the 
elderly, public benefits, discrimination and family law.  Specific groups assisted include seniors, victims of 
domestic violence, the disabled and homeless.   Staff attorneys regularly visit homeless shelters, soup kitchens, 
and abuse shelters to reach clients.  Each office hosts pro bono outreach clinics.  Staff attorneys conduct 
informational seminars for clients and private practice attorneys.   GLS works closely with human service 
agencies in their respective service areas to coordinate services that best meet the needs of the client and their 
families.  Approximately 4500 cases were completed in 2007 at the five GLS offices. 
 
  In human terms this means:  Families are able to remain in their homes rather than become homeless.   
Seniors are protected from scam artists who fraudulently claim to do ‘needed’ home repairs.  Single parents 
receive desperately needed child support.  An immigrant, tortured in his home country, receives asylum.  A 
disabled person receives SSI benefits and medical care.   Families aren’t discriminated against when renting or 
purchasing a home.   Domestic violence victims are assisted with injunctions and divorces enabling them to start 
a new life.  These are just a few of the many types of cases that are handled by GLS attorneys.  
 
GLS is a 501 (c) 3 not-for-profit organization.  Primary funding for GLS comes from The Florida Bar Foundation – IOTA funding.  
The remainder is received from grants, contracts and individual donations.  Ninety percent of every dollar received is expended on 
direct client services.   All contributions are tax deductible.   

 
GLS board of directors is socially and ethnically diverse and representative of the area it serves.  Members include representatives of 
the Manatee, Pinellas and Sarasota County Bar Associations, human service organizations and client representatives.  
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��� From the Desk of:  

  ����������	
� , Executive Director 
          
 
The March 20th speaking event by Robert Stevenson has come and gone and was a huge success.  

Many thanks to Bud Elias, ’01, and Melissa Allen, ’01, for making this event happen! 
 
From all the feed back I have received, the Tallahassee trip was outstanding.  Cyndie Goudeau, ’96; Art Shand. ’00; Mike 
Monahan ’06;  Odalys Lara ’94, Mayor Frank Hibbard  and Sallie Parks, ’82 are to be congratulated on the planning of such a 
great trip. 
 
 
 
 
 
The 2008-2009 Slate has been mailed out.  Please be sure to get them in the mail back to us as soon as you can so that they can be 
tallied before the Annual Meeting/Graduation. 

Our first recruitment social is Tuesday, April 8, 2008 from 5:30 to 7:30 pm.   The second recruitment social is Tuesday, April 22, 
2008, from 8:00 to 9:30 am.  Please RSVP at least 3 days prior to each event stating your name and the name of your guest if you plan 
to attend.  
 
I am accepting RSVP’s early for our Class of 2008 Graduation and Annual Meeting.  The date is Friday, May 16, 2008 from 6:30 
to 10:00 pm. at Bon Appetit Restaurant.  The cost is $35 per person for Alumni and guests, free to the Class of 2008 members with 
their RSVP.  I will be sending out invitations soon. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Leadership Alumni, Sponsorship Opportunities! 
Leadership Pinellas needs your help. Instead of seeking sponsorships for each individual program day, we are seeking sponsorships of 
the entire Leadership Pinellas program year. In changing the format, we are hoping to reduce the number of times that sponsors are 
asked for contributions per year.  Sponsors will receive recognition at EVERY Leadership Pinellas event.   If you are interested in an 
annual personal or business sponsorship, please contact me  at 727-585-8889 or judy@leadershippinellas.com  or Matt Novak at 
Matt.Novak@baycare.org .  Sponsorship Levels:  Platinum:  $1,000+;   Gold:   $750;  Silver:  $500;   Alumni Booster:   $100 
Also, if you wish to have your logo included, please email me your logo in .eps or at least 300 dpi format so that they will come 
out clear when reproduced. 
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              Program Day Schedule 
 
August 24-25, 2007……………...Opening Retreat 
September 12, 2007………….…..Human Services 
October 10, 2007…………………...Arts / Culture 
November 14, 2007…..……Business /Technology 
December 12, 2007………..…Government /Media 
January 9, 2008……………………..…..Education 
February 13, 2008…………………………..Health 
March 16-18, 2008………….……Tallahassee Trip 
April 9, 2008 …………………….Criminal Justice 
May 14, 2008……….Environment / Infrastructure 
May 16, 2008………………………….Graduation 

A Special Thank You 
 
A huge thank you  goes out  to Virna Del Valle, 
Project Coordinator with Ballast Point Group for all 
her hard work involving the printing, etc., of our 
Recruitment Flyers and Posters.   Also a special 
thank you goes to Cyndie Goudeau’s ’96 assistant 
Karen Vaughan  for her help with organizing the 
Tallahassee Trip. 

************************************** 
Please keep checking the events on our 
Website:  www.leadershippinellas.com 

For any updated info on our planned events. 
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4/09/08 Criminal Justice 

  5/14/08 Environment & Infrastructure         5/16/08 Graduation & Annual Meeting 

Volunteer Organization Spotlight of the Month 
We would like to make this a monthly feature of our Leader Reader as space permits, so if you 
have a suggestion for a future issue, please submit it to judy@leadershippinellas.com or mail it 
to  Leadership Pinellas, P. O. Box 5986, Clearwater, FL 33758-5986. Deadline for the next 
issue is April 24, 2008. 
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P. O. Box 5986 
Clearwater, FL 33758-5986 
(727) 585-8889 
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